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Here are some terribly wonderful Christmas jokes 
What do you get when you combine a Christmas tree 

with an iPad? 
A pineapple! 

 

What do you call Frosty the Snowman in May? 

 A puddle! 

 

What do you get if you cross mistletoe and a duck?  

 A Christmas Quacker. 

 

Why was Santa's little helper depressed?  

Because he had low elf esteem. 

An honest politician, a kind lawyer and Santa Claus 

were talking when they all noticed a €5 note on the 

floor. Who picked it up? 

Santa of course, the other two don't exist! 

Christmas 

Thank you to the newsletter team, 

Justine Murphy,  Catherine Sheppard 

and Oran Fitzpatrick for all their hard 

work. And a massive thank you to 

Ms. Nicola Carr and Mr. Brendan 

Daly for their assistance. 

 

Thanks to Catherine 

Sheppard for the 

designing the front 

cover. 



First in Class 

October Exams 

6th Year 

Remmi  Moore 

Cormac Byrne 

Aoife Maguire 

Amie Gerardi 

Laura Maguire 

Ashling Byrne 

Brandon Kavanagh 

Rachel Casey 

Erika Crawte 

Aine Kelly 

David Foley 

Joshua Meany 

Fintan Harrington 

Sean Sinnott 

Aaron Cahill 

Shauna O’Brien 

Dillon Byrne 

Jessica Nolan 

Michael Redmond 

Joe Gahan 

James Skelton 

Aaron Howlin 

Roisin Stafford 

Anna Kenny 

Aideen Murphy 

Rachel O’Dowd 

Aaron Behan 

Fiona Tyrrell 

Roisin Fitzhenry 

Conor Morris 

Roisin O’Neill 

Ciaran Pender 

Emer Dunne 

Aidan Murphy 

Orla Condon 

Orlaith Hickey 

Emma Fitzhenry 

Martina Kavav-
nagh 

Ciara Kinsella 

John Donohoe 

Kevin Kelly 

Jamie Fennell 

Rebecca Quinn 

Fiach Byrne 

Taragh Tobin 

John Kinsella 

Gemma Gainford 

Kate Tobin 

Conor Smyth 

Claire Hatton 

Liam Morris 

Dale Rothwell 

Michael Kealy 

Conor Fitzpatrick 

Anya Furlong 

Peter Doyle 

Rachel Slye 

Hayley Nolan 

Aron Dixon 

Ciara Stokes 

Philip Conroy 

Eoin Hayes 

Conel Kelly 

Roscha Rothwell 

Denny Lawlor 

Stephen Kehoe 

 

3rd Year 

Caitlin Cox 

Orla Sinn0tt 

Christian Grange 

Ciara Banville 

Jamie Roban 

Hannah O’Neill 

Conor Kehoe 



Maja Dumana 

Cian Fitzhenry 

Keelin McHugh 

Liam McGuill 

Alex Horan 

Becky Byrne 

Peter Scully 

Casey Doyle 

Tara Mahon 

Tommy  Sheppard 

Aideen Kinsella 

Ilsa Flynn 

Patrick Nolan 

Harry McCafferty 

Daniel Wibbe 

Rebecca Doran 

J.P Farrell 

Aoife Gorman 

Daragh Price 

Katie Lawlor 

Sebastian Pim 

Ciara Moore 

Finbarr Perry 

Sinead Nolan 

Lee Quigley 

Kim O Connor 

Bridget Gainford 

Daithi Medcalf 

Roisin O Muiri 

Lauren Finn 

Shauna Kearns 

Sophie Lenehan 

Dillon Beale 

Niall Maher 

John Kavanagh 

Lisa Fortune 

Ciara Power 

Nicole Collier 

Niall Cahill 

Emma Leacy 

Niamh Caulfield 

Leona McGuire 

Daniel Gethings-
Farrell 

Aoife Bowe 

Sam Lawton 

Amy  Conroy 

Barry Hickey 

Sophie O Leary 

Orlaith Breen 

Mathieu Osborne 

Maura O Rourke 

Adam Ryan  

Anna Dillon 

Matilda Dunne-
Cronin 

Joshua Curry 

Niamh Treacy 

Robert Weston 

Jamie Dunbar 

Michael Doyle 

Dylan Murtagh 

Fiona Kelly 

James o Brien 

Kieran Kenny 

Eddie Black 

Alexandra  Kenne-
dy Ryan 

Sarah Cummins 

Nick Doyle 

Byron Byrne 

Ryan Neads 

Kate Power 

Brian O Neill 

Oisin Mellay 

Saoirse Ronan 

Gearoid Doyle 

Michelle Kavangh 

Adam Hogan 

 



School News! 
Soccer 

Well done to Sophie Lenehan of 3rd year who made the 
U16 Ireland soccer team as goalkeeper. 

International Rugby 

Congratulations to Lucy Mulhall , past pupil of the school 
who made the Irish 7’s International Rugby  Squad.  We 

wish her all the best in the future. 

Sticks and Stones 

On the 13th and the 14th of November all first years participat-

ed in a workshop in relation to traditional and Cyber Bullying. 

Sticks and Stones are an Irish organisation dedicated to ad-

dressing the issue of bullying in schools. This programme has 

been acknowledged internationally by 74 countries and has 

been identified as one of the top three European  solutions that 

advance empathy for children at risk. They have a three stand 

approach: “Be the solution” “Addressing Bullying” and 

“Understanding Bullying”. 

Leinster Football Trials 

Well done to Sinead Ryan, Ciara Stokes and Hayley 

Nolan, all in 6th year, who made the Leinster football  

trials, best of luck to the three girls! 



Ladies Football 

Well done to the U16 Ladies Football who played St. 

Marys, Naas in the Leinster quarter final. The score 

was 8-05 to 2-05 to FCJ. The girls are now in the 

Leinster semi-finals. We wish them the best of luck! 

Boxing 

As part of our Schools Campaign to be awarded an 

Active School Flag, we have, in conjunction with the 

sky sports for living programme , been organising a 

boxing event which will take place Friday December 

19th. Twenty, 5th and 6th year boys and three teach-

ers are training twice a week at lunchtimes under the 

guidance of trainers from Bunclody Boxing Club. The 

event will be a sell out and is keenly anticipated by all 

students! 

Christmas Mass 

The school mass will take place on Thursday 18th of 

December.  

Congraulations to Michael Kinsella P3, on his recent boxing 

success.  Michael was part of the Lenister team that took part 

in the 6 nations Boxing Tournament held in Knurow Poland, in 

November. He bet a local Polish boxer in the final and took 

home the gold medal. The nations involved were Ireland, Po-

land, Ukraine, Slovakia, Czech Republic & Germany  



Naughton Awards 

Congratulations to William Deacon and Terry Bolt on  

receiving their Naughton Scholarships of €20,000 each. 

 We wish them all the best with the further  studies . 

Fitness and Sport 

Earlier in the year, as a part of the schools healthy eating campaign, 

Fiona Murphy, from the Irish Ladies Rugby Team came to the school 

to speak to students about fitness, sport and healthy eating. She 

spoke to all the students who play sports within the school. Fiona 

gave a great speech and was a great inspiration to all the students. 

GAA Coaching in the Primary Schools 

Rory Kinsella, JJ Doyle, George Rankin, Redmond Barry,  Mr. 

Earls and Mr. Mullins are currently  undertaking in a GAA coaching 

programme for the primary schools in Bunclody in the HWH Bun-

clody new indoor facility. The coaches split the primary school stu-

dents into groups and do different drills, activities and games with  

them. Help is being given by the Transition Year students on work 

experience in the primary  schools of Bunclody. It has become very 

popular among the primary school students as they always have 

huge smiles on their faces when partaking in the activities. 



Cross Country 

On the morning of Wednesday the 26
th 

 of November, 24      

athletes headed off to JFK Park in New Ross to participate in a 

cross country event. The weather was dry but the dew covered 

the ground.  

To the surprise of many officials, the FCJ Team medalled in all 

categories they entered. FCJ does not train for cross country 

competitions.  Overall they brought home 5 individual medals 

and 8 team medals.  

In the boys events Ciaran Kavanagh (2
nd

 year) placed 2
nd

 in 

junior. William Bolger (3
rd

 year) came 1
st
 in intermediate bat-

tling it out until the end with Jack Ryan (TY) close behind fin-

ishing 3
rd

. In senior, Noel Mulhall had a brilliant race, piped in 

the last 5 metres and placed 3
rd

. This was a fantastic achieve-

ment as these races were over a distance of 1000, 2000 and 

3000 metres respectively. The intermediate boys took home 

bronze in the team event. 

In the girls events Katie Byrne (TY) finished in 2
nd

 place having 

been overtaken in the last few meters by a girl from St. Marys. 

The intermediate girls took home the silver medal in the team 

event. It was a great achievement by all involved. I have no 

doubt that this will be an annual event that FCJ will participate 



Bunclody Basketballers mean Business! 

On Tuesday 10
th  

of December, for the fourth consecutive year , 

F.C.J  Secondary School ,Bunclody sent a team to the girls bas-

ketball South East finals, held in Waterford Institute of Technolo-

gy. 

They beat a determined Presentation School , Wexford on Tues-

day to secure the South East Senior Shield for the first time ever. 

In an effort to upset the tactics of the opposition, F.C.J decided 

not to start Katie Byrne, their strongest  offensive player. The 

Presentation, eager to prevent Byrne from  dominating the game 

had set up their defence to target her. Leaving her on the bench 

for  the opening minutes threw the Presentation girls, and when 

Byrne eventually did enter the game, she didn’t disappoint. This 

left the Bunclody girls sitting comfortably after the first quarter, 

with a score line of 16-4. The second and third quarters proved 

more of a challenge, as the Presentation seniors fought hard to 

claw their way up to within 3 points of the Bunclody lead.  They 

claimed the title on a final score line of 34-21. The Bunclody 

squad now advance straight  to All Ireland playoffs, to be held  on 

31st January. Judging by the standard of play on Tuesday, they 

both having a fighting chance of bringing the All Ireland title 

home to the South East!  

With the U16’s winning their South East semi final 40-6, they 

cruised to victory, ensuring their spot in the South East final. For 

many older girls on the squad, this was their fourth team at South 

East finals, whereas for girls a year younger,  it was  their very 

first time. They ran Scoil Ruain down to the wire, but unfortunate-

ly the Tipperary squad had the edge on the day. The Bunclody 

U16 team now have second chance to reach All Ireland playoffs, 

and they’re heading for preliminary playoffs on January 13
th
. 

Alice O’Dowd 



 

Comhairle na nOg 

I am Chloe Kavanagh, Aidan 2, a current  student council member. I 
was recently elected onto Comhairle na nOg with the aid of the Stu-
dent Council. Comhairle na nOg is based around providing young 

people of Ireland with a voice on their local issues, services and pol-
icies. There are 34 of these in Ireland and have produced works on 

cyber bullying, mental health and sex education. Wexford Comhairle 
made teacher resource packs on cyber bullying to probe discussion 
and awareness within the classroom but are yet to be launched. On 
the 20

th
 November 2014 in Croke Park Dublin, Comhairle na  nOg 

held there showcase. Here, we also celebrated the 25
th
 Anniversary 

on The UN Convention on Rights of the Child. The showcase was 
presented by Kathryn Thomas and there was a parade of placards 
on the Rights of the Child by each Comhairle. There was a speech 

by Taoiseach Enda Kenny, speech by Paul Gilligan: Chair of the 
Children’s Rights Aliance and a speech by Minister for Children and 
Youth Affairs: Dr James Reilly. There were also three young people 
talking about their experience as a Comhairle member. Overall, the 
experience was fantastic. I met some inspirational people and made 
plenty of new friends. I will continue working for the next 2 years or 
more to help finish the project on Cyber Bullying and we will be as-

signed many more projects. Thank you to all who helped me and es-
pecially the Student Council.  

Thank You, Chloe Kavanagh. 



Self Defence  

On the 6
th
 and 13

th
 November Aidan 4 and Brid 4 completed a two 

day self- defence course with Eamonn Coleman and Ken Ka-

vanagh, which they thoroughly enjoyed as well as picking up some 

very useful skills and moves. Colm 4 and Padraig 4 will undertake 

this workshop in January. 

Qualifax 

On October 22
nd

/ October 23
rd

 Transition year students attended 

a workshop on Qualifax delivered by Mr.Tom Farrell. QualifaX is 

the National Course Database. It provides a full range of infor-

mation on education and training across the country. It  provides 

information students need to make an informed choice about 

what suits them. Students were shown the vast amounts of infor-

mation available but more importantly how to refine their search 

so that it results in them being provided with a manageable 

amount of information. 

Transition Year 



Forensic Science Workshop 

On November 25
th
 Transition year students had the opportunity 

to take on the role of forensic scientists. As they undertook their 

investigation they completed a forensic work sheet, information 

recorded at each stage; ballistics, DNA, blood, autopsy, finger-

prints and trace, with a view to solving the crime. Crime solved, 

they now had to turn their attention to motive. There was also 

an opportunity for students to act out the scene of the crime. 

For those interested in investigating forensic science as a ca-

reer they received information on what is involved in the job and 

also possible courses.  

Mini Company 

It’s been a busy term for Transition Year students as in a 

matter of a few months they have transformed their ideas 

into marketable products. A big Thank You is due to par-

ents who have provided support and who were often 

needed for transport! Thank You also to all who have sup-

ported these students at our Open Day earlier this year, 

at Parent Teacher meetings and local Christmas Markets.  



Bank of Ireland School Bank 

On November 12
th
 Tony O’Leary Manager of Bank of Ireland 

Bunclody introduced Transition Year students to the Bank of 

Ireland School Bank Programme. The Bank of Ireland School 

Bank has been designed to support schools in providing finan-

cial education to students. 

A group of 5 Transition Year students will be involved in setting 

up and managing the day to day operations of the School 

Bank. A great opportunity for students to learn about marketing, 

money management, customer service, teamwork, presenta-

tion skills, security, data protection and compliance. 

Interviews are currently underway for the five bank positions. 

Training will be provided for successful candidates. It is ex-

pected that the bank will be up and running early in the New 

Year and will operate on one day per week in the school. Dur-

ing School Bank opening times students will be able to visit it 

and do the following: open an account, make lodgements. A 

good time to develop good 

Oral Health programme 

Ten transition year students have received training from 

Mary Carroll, an Oral Health Promoter with the HSE, on 

the Oral Health Matters programme and they are now in 

the process of delivering this programme to first year 

students in our school. During this presentation they are 

looking at sugar content in food and 

drinks and correct 



Junk Kouture 

Junk Kouture is a new project for Transition Year students in 

our school this year. A national competition, it challenges sec-

ond level students “to create high-end wearable fashion from 

everyday junk that would normally find its way into the bin  

Transition year students are busy transforming a diverse range 

of Junk into wearable couture under the guidance of Ms. Den-

ise Nolan. With the weeks passing fast and the deadline of Jan-

uary 31
st
 fast approaching all are busy breathing new life into 

their creations. Top secret for now but watch this space! Hope 

to have photos for the next edition! 

Team Hope Christmas Shoe Box Appeal 

Thursday November 13
th
 saw the culmination of the Team 

Hope Christmas Shoe Box Appeal at F.C.J. Bunclody when 

1041 boxes and a cheque for €3,500 were dispatched to the 

Team Hope central warehouse depot for the area. Lorna Burt, 

the Co.Wexford Team Hope co-ordinator has informed us that 

“on Saturday 29
th
 November 5864 gift-filled shoeboxes were 

sent from Co.Wexford to lots of very grateful children in Trans-

nistria (a small and very poor country located between Moldo-

va and Ukraine). Thank you to all who were involved whether 

delivering leaflets to Primary schools, making presentations, 

collecting boxes from primary schools or preparing boxes for 

dispatch. A huge Thank You to all students and their parents 

who gave so generously again this year.  



Bodhrán Workshop 

On September 29
th
 Robert O’Connor of Tempo Music School 

delivered a Bodhran workshop to Transition Year students. Rob-

ert is a flute, tin whistle, bodhrán and percussion player. Having 

been shown how to hold the stick and bodhrán the students 

were taught different rhythms such as a polka, jig and reel.  A vi-

brant musical atmosphere was created. Each workshop ended 

with a group performance led by Robert on flute.  An interesting 

and enjoyable workshop for all who participated.  A lesson in 

communication and teamwork. 

Christmas Fair  

On Wednesday the 3rd of December the fourth years held a 

Christmas Fair after school for the parents attending the parent-

teacher meetings. They set up their stalls in the St. Victoire’s 

building, There was everything from T-shirts to cupcakes to 

horseshoes on display! It was a great success and experience 

for the TY students 



Fundraising 

Thank you to the following students who participated in the Bun-

clody Day Care Centre sponsored Mount Leinster Walk  and raised 

€215.13 : James Kearney, Tony Maguire, Sophie Kidd, Caitlin Clau-

son, Tom Dillane, Lee Spratt and Matthew Crawte.  

Thank You to all who supported the Irish Heart Foundation Church 

gate collection in September.  The total amount raised in Bunclody 

was €273.00. Thanks also to James Kearney, Bronwyn Castles, 

Michaela McDonald and Rachel Kelly who collected.  

Wednesday  November 19
th
 saw twelve Transition Year students 

brave the elements to fundraise in aid of  the N.C.B.I. in Bunclody. 

Thank You to all who supported this bucket collection. €348.00 was 

raised.  All money raised will go towards supporting over 

17,000 Blind and Visually Impaired People in Ireland.   

Work Experience 

Another busy year for Transition Year students with regard 

to work experience. Now in its third year all Transition Year students 

undertake work experience one day per week. On behalf of Transi-

tion Year students we would like to thank all employers who have 

been so supportive of students and afforded them this very valuable 

opportunity to investigate possible career areas and experience the 

world of work. 

In addition to this regular work experience a number of students have 

applied for and been successful in achieving work experience place-

ments in the following areas: The Army, An Garda Siochana, Nursing, 

Dentistry, Physiotherapy and Wicklow Mountains National Park  

Two students have been successful in achieving places on the I.H.L. 

Programme and another two have achieved places on the Mini Med 

Programme. Both of these programmes will take place in the New 

Year. 



  

Transition Year Pop-Up Shop 

Transition Year students would like to thank Mr. Colin Cahill  

of Cahill’s Hardware , for allowing them to place a “ Pop-Up  

Shop” in his new premises on Main St. Bunclody. It allowed 

us to display and sell our mini company products to the    

general public. We would like to everyone who supported us.  



T.Y. The New Year 

Lots to look forward to. Among them Law Ed workshop, 

Road Safety day, French Theatre, Film Workshop, Dublin 

Zoo, Drum workshop, History Trip and the Italy trip. 

Observations From a Hedge 

On Thursday 4
th
 December Transition Year students attend-

ed Ger Careys one man stand up show “Observations from a 

hedge” at St Michael’s Theatre New Ross. The show                    

attempts to give an insight into how teenagers function in 

their habitat. 


