




Fleadh 
On Saturday, April 25th Oisín Sloan Starr competed in the Wicklow Fleadh, 

which was held in Wicklow town. He represented the Tinahely Comhaltas in the 

under 15s Bodhrán competetion. Oisin came first, and qualified for the Leinster 

Fleadh, which will be held in Maynooth in July. 

Also he competed in the under 18s Grúpa Ceoil, where they came 2nd and also 

qualified for Leinster. 

Scholarships 
Congratulations to Sinead Davis, a past pupil, who is now a Trinity 

“Scholar” for receiving first class honours in her scholarship exam. Scholars 

of Trinity College are entitled to an annual salary of €254, they are entitled to 

rooms on campus for up to nine months of the year free of charge. They are 

entitled to attend Commons (three free meals a day) free of charge, and they 

have their College fees waived. They can put “Sch” after their name if they 

wish. This scholarship lasts 5 years. She is currently studying law. 

Her brother, Andrew is doing well in UL. He is studying aeronautical                     

engineering and has just been awarded a placement for 6 months with                  

Boeing in USA. 

Country Dancing 
A special Thank you to everyone who attended Chloe Rossiter’s Fundraiser 

night of Country Dancing at the Millrace Hotel, Bunclody. Also a huge thank 

you to all who performed on the night. A total number of 300 people attended, 

this was a massive crowd, all in aid of a local girl, Jessica Rossiter who needs 

an occupational therapy room as she  is autistic. Overall an incredible amount 

of €5,300 was raised, we are still hoping to continue fundraising with the    

support of the local community. 

Public Speaking Exams 

Well done to all the Transition Year students who took part in the Public Speak-

ing exam. The following students received a medal for their excellent results, 

getting over 95 marks: Helen Doran, James Kearney, Aoife Clarke,                     

Tom Dillane, Micheala McDonald, Caitlin Clauson,  Aoife Murphy,                   

Alice O’Dowd, Leanne O’Neill, Sean Redmond, Chloe Rossiter,                    

Rosemary Smyth, John Dunne, Marie-Celine Lawlor, Aoife McGill                        

and Martin O’Connor.   
Thank you to their teacher Ms. Majella Tyrrell 



Awards ~ 2015 Prizegiving 

Junior Speller Awards 
Edward Kinsella  A1   Maeve Dillane  A2    

Emmanuel Njoku        B1   Robert St. Ledger B2 

Shalom Oladiron  C1   Emma Warren   C2 

Aaron Doran    P1   Eoin Roche   P2 

Áine Byrne         V1   Niall Hickey  V2 

Student Council Presentation  

 Kira Kamateras,  Chantel Roberts,   Caitlin Davis   
 Michael Malcolmson,   Aaron Howlin,   Chloe Kavanagh 

 Liam Ascott,   Moya Kavanagh,    Michaela McDonald 
 James Murphy,   Aine O Neill,   Katie Nolan 

           Aoife Murphy   &   oisin Kelly 

Michaela McDonald recently made a presentation to the Board of Management 

on behalf of the Student Council.   The Board complimented Michaela on her 

excellent delivery and the exceptionally high standard of her presentation. 

Members of the 2014/2015 Student Council pictured with their Mentor,                   

Ms. Mary McIvor, and the Principal, Ms. Frances Threadgold. 



Shave or Dye – Oh My!! 

This year once again our school fundraised for cancer research through the 

Today FM Shave or Dye campaign. A new departure this year was the OH 

MY idea which allowed students create funky hairstyles for one day in return 

for a donation. 1st and 4th year students all had a ball creating fun hairstyles 

for a great cause. Two students from each year group also did Shave or Dye. 

Over €2,000 has been raised. A special word of thanks to Seb (Colm 1) and 

Zach (Colm IV) Rynhart who co-ordinated the campaign and best wishes to 

their older sister, Abby, who continues to make steady progress in her battle 

with Leukaemia. We are all thinking of and praying for you Abby!   

 



End of Year & Graduation Mass 
The Annual End of Year & Graduation Mass was held on May 20th in the Church of 

the Most Holy Trinity Bunclody. Celebrant was Very Rev. Fr. Laurence O’Connor, 

P.P. Bunclody. 

Following the Mass the principal, Ms. Frances Threadgold, spoke to the congrega-

tion.   “Today as another academic year comes to an end we gather as a school          

community to celebrate. The End of Year Mass is an FCJ tradition and has always 

been central to school life for us. It is fitting that we celebrate the dignity, worth and 

individuality of every student in this, our Anti-Bullying week. Also a part of today’s 

ceremony that I really enjoy is the conferring of a 6th year student with the Good 

Fellowship Award which is our tribute to that student who has been judged to have 

been outstanding in the school by their spirited commitment to its life and purpose.” 

She thanked everyone – Fr. O’Connor, the R.E. teachers, the musical director, the 

students and parents -who had worked so hard in preparation for the occasion. 

“Especially this afternoon I would like to thank the staff, teaching and non, for all 

their help today – I really appreciate it.” 

She mentioned that, “The spirit of generosity has been foremost as always and I am 

happy to say that a lot of money has been raised for charity through various 

ways.  Almost €2,500 was raised for Cancer research through the Shave or Dye 

campaign and large sums of money have been raised for many other charities,           

especially the local Day Care Centre, The Lions Club Christmas Appeal & the local 

St. Vincent de Paul.” 

She said, “The last week has been full of emotion, high and low. Throughout it all, 

Sixth Years, I must commend you for the lovely atmosphere and good humour you 

have shown both to your classmates and to staff. In showing Faithful                             

Companionship you are indeed embedding that ethos for the students who will           

follow you next year and beyond. You are playing your part to ensure school is a 

safe and happy place for all. So I hope today 6th years that among the many           

emotions you are going through that you feel a sense of pride in being part of FCJ 

for the last 5 or 6 years. I hope too that each of you feels your individuality and          

difference has been allowed to blossom while yet being treated as equal in our 

school. Being yourself, being comfortable in your own skin and feeling safe to           

express your unique personality is at the heart of what we are focusing on this week. 

Our school reflects the growth and changes in society.   “I wish each of you the very 

best as you leave us. I hope you will always know what it is to be a faithful          

companion to others on that journey and that with courage and with confidence you 

will always walk tall and aspire to be the very best.” 



The Presentation of Graduation Certificates took place at this stage. 

Ms. Threadgold thanked the Senior Prefects, and in particular the Head Girl and 

Head Boy and the Meitheal Leaders for their leadership shown in the school. 

She then invited the Meitheal Leaders to come forward to the altar to be          

presented with a token of gratitude for being kind and faithful companions to 

the first years throughout the year. 

The Senior Prefects then came forward for a presentation in gratitude for their 

service to the school. 

The Head Boy, Cormac Byrne and Head Girl, Katelyn Bailey, then addressed 

the congregation. 

 



“This is a very significant time for our school as we bid farewell 

to our esteemed colleague Sr. Ger Curran – even more so because 

Sr. Ger is the last FCJ sister to work on the staff of FCJ Bun-

clody. Next September will mark the first time in 154 years when 

the school will begin a new year without an FCJ sister on the 

staff. And on the theme of the journey for Ger that journey began 

in Galway and then to Tralee in Kerry where she remained for all 

her primary education. Sr Ger first encountered FCJ when she         

attended Laurel Hill Colaiste in Limerick for her secondary 

schooling. Then when she was approximately 18 years of age – 

around the same age as you Leaving Certs - she entered the FCJs. 

You all know Sr.Ger as a Guidance Counsellor but you may not 

realise that she is a qualified Irish, History and R.E. teacher          

having taught both in Limerick and Bunclody. One of her first 

pupils was our own Ms. Kearns!! Sr. Ger was also school               

principal for seven years in Limerick before coming to Bunclody 

in 1992. For us in Bunclody it is her time spent as Guidance 

Counsellor for the last 21 years that has made the greatest impact. 

In fact it will leave a lasting legacy for many years to come.  

Over those 23 years in our school Sr Ger has been involved in 

many areas of school life. LCVP interviews, Form Teacher,          

Pastoral Care Team, Aptitude testing, TY work experience, Lost 

property, following absenteeism of students, school tours, helping 

out at the musical, to name but a few. Her work in Career            

Guidance is well known, not only at school level, but also at           

regional and indeed national level.  

 



Even as late as yesterday Sr. Ger was helping an undecided 4th 

year with subject options. So we all have seen that side of her 

role as Guidance Counsellor. Not so obvious, but even more sig-

nificant, is the immense work done in counselling. Teaching is a 

relational activity, that is, it is built on the foundation of positive 

relationships. Well counselling is even more so. We cannot 

measure the positive impact Sr. Ger has had on students past and 

present, in her immediate response to a vulnerable call for help, 

her professional manner in dealing with all kinds of sensitive          

issues and her commitment to seeing it through with each             

student as they walked the road of whatever difficult journey 

they were on. The ripple effect of your encounters Ger spread 

wide and touched the hearts and souls of many young people.  

Colleagues too have come to know your confidential support, 

kind words and sense of calm around the staff room and your 

role as mentor to new staff not too long ago.    

 

Ger we all wish you every 

blessing as you continue your 

journey to Canada to work 

for the Order. We will surely 

miss you in Bunclody but we 

know that your gifts and tal-

ents will continue to bring           

support to those you meet on 

the next phase of your jour-

ney.” 

Excerpt from speech by           
Ms. Frances Threadgold,  

                                                                            Principal. 



Cormac Byrne– Head Boy 

Where to start ?  At the beginning, you might say.   Or here, at the end.   But 

that’s the problem.    Is it not the end of one, but the beginning of another ? 

Reverend Father, Sisters, Mrs. Threadgold, teachers, staff, fellow students ……    

Sixth years – together we have come a long way.   From squeaky-voiced boys, 

except for Paddy Hobbs who at the time probably ate them for breakfast, and 3 

foot 3 girls.    Two thousand days later, we will walk out of those doors for the 

last time together.  As men and …. slightly taller girls. 

There is no doubt, once beyond those doors, we may all eventually head our sep-

arate ways, but no matter to what ends of the earth life takes each of us, we will 

always be linked, not just by this (crest) but by our memories, here, in the one 

green uniform. 

Although our Junior Cycle has long since blended into a general cycle of 

“forgot” homework, copy homework, “found the homework sir!” present home-

work, amongst all this we did learn a thing or two.   Shane Franklin learned that 

asking the question, about a fortnight before the Junior Cert, “Miss, what even is 

the passé composé?”, was probably not the best approach.   While on the other 

hand, allowing the young Philip Conroy the poetic licence to read his People in 

History in José Salvador’s own Spanish accent, could prove to be one of the 

greatest mistakes of any teacher’s professional career. 

It is a career of ours that has spanned quite a remarkable journey.  Of matches 

won and lost, of friends made and bets lost, of diagrams drawn and experience 

gained.   Transition year was the next step in our own FCJ experience.   It 

brought a day of many steps, what we call the Glendalough Walk, or as Ciara 

Kinsella fondly remembers it, “The climb of, like, Mount Everest.” 

Although gathered as one here today, we remain always aware that we are, in 

fact, one less.   It has been over three years since Aaron passed on, but doubtless 

he will never pass from memory. 



Fifth year arrived and with it, the musical left us all shook up.   But it never real-

ly left us either.   Rumour has it, before a certain young man, who is believed to 

have quite a glad set of knees, asked a girl to the debs, he first ran through a 

quick chorus of his old solo, “It’s now or never.”   But, fear not ….. he’s found 

his remedy. 

In September ’14, six years and two year groups turned into one.   It’s the story 

of our days here.   How a group of teenagers from Bunclody, Ferns, Knockanan-

na and Kilrush, Ballon and Ballyhogue, Kiltealy, Kilmyshall and all the rest, 

could unite to become one, the class of 2015, shows us all how much we’ve 

grown in character.   One student in particular walked in as just Bryan Murphy, 

but has emerged as B-Ryan. 

But that’s not the only surprise 6th years had in store.   Behans discovered he had 

a twin, aside from toast.   Josh Meany turned into Josh Mourinho, Ryan Murphy 

became an overnight black belt in rek, while Sean Murphy discovered the de-

ceivingly complex difference between barely and barley, and, of course, there 

was that foreign exchange programme in Wexford town, the details of which are 

just a bit “hazy” now. 

However, one exchange we will never contemplate is to exchange our FCJ expe-

rience for another.   It has shone the light on who each of us is, and in doing so, 

made clear the sheer depths of gratitude each of us 6th years owe to those who 

have brightened the lights of our not so distant future. 

I know that many of you feel it is a dim future indeed, without Mr. Wade’s ambi-

tious competitions.   That is, to be within the last four or five to remain at the 

lockers beyond all odds.   For months I strived to be among the victors, but was 

always beaten to it, by an unrivalled team of three with Olympic determination:  

Brendan Roberts, King Finn O’Driscoll, and special guest appearance, Dylan 

Curry. 

Their determination was almost as strong as Ms. Kearn’s perseverance with our 

pass Irish class, whose last aim it might appear, was …. to pass Irish class.   

Liam O’Rourke’s skills lay instead with what Ms. Kearns aptly titled “The Word 

Association Game”.  “Liam !”, “Howya Miss”, “What’s the word for football ?”  

“….. Footballadóirahunach ?”.    However, the best student for speaking actual 

Irish in that class was someone else altogether.   A diehard fan of U2, someone  



who always left his message after the beep when holding conversations with Moira 

and Síle.   A quiet man, who would not speak a word without the same, formal intro-

duction every time, “Léigh anois go cúramach, do scrúdpaipéir, na treoracha agus na 

ceisteanna, a ghabhann le cuid A”.   Which can be roughly translated as, “The first 

step of your doom is upon you, it is called Cuid A”. 

On behalf of all the 6th Years I would now like to extend a sincere thank you to Mrs. 

Threadgold, to Mr. Daly, who, despite consistent encouragement, has yet to star in a 

new Bunclody C.S.I., with the catchphrase:  “Get your books, your bag, you’re 

gone!”;  to our Dean, Mr. Wade, to Sr. Madeleine Hayes and Sister Ger Curran.    

Sister Ger’s calling abroad signifies the end of an era in F.C.J., since she is the last of 

the sisters to work for the school in a teaching capacity.   We wish her the very best 

in the years to come. 

I would like to thank our five form teachers, the full team of teachers, especially Mr. 

Earls who made both the half zips and the funday possible, and Mr. Hennessy, who’s 

continued musical endeavours, not just his work with the Graduation Song, have not 

gone unnoticed.   I would like to thank George and David Raleigh, all of the office 

staff, in particular Miss Nicola Carr and to thank her for her patience;  Mrs. Patricia 

Breen, the cleaners, and to all the people of FCJ.   To those who have not been 

thanked, thank you, and for those who have, thanks again. 

I add my voice to Katelyn’s in thanking the prefects:  Fiach, Rebecca, Conor, Chloe, 

Ashling, Shane, Claire and Sean.   I applaud your work, I applaud your commitment, 

in bringing the phrase to life, “Many hands make light work”. 

I would finally like to thank our Head Girl, Katelyn Bailey, for her outstanding work 

rate, exceptional positivity and general soundness.   In being beside one another 

since the first day in Bríd I, I believe we have made a great team, together.   I have 

every confidence she will continue 

to reach and surpass her potential 

in the years to come. 

And so, where to end ?   At the  

finish, you might say.   But that’s 

the problem. We’re only getting 

started.   Thank you !  



 
THREE HEAD BOYS !!! 

 
We believe that the above photograph is unique - it pictures the three 
Byrne brothers from Ballyhogue, all of whom have been Head Boys in 
our school !!   This hasn’t happened in this school before as far as we 
know. 
 
Cathal, Shane & Cormac are the sons of Mr. & Mrs. Peter & Theresa 
Byrne of Beechfield, Ballyhogue, where Peter farms and Theresa is a 
primary school principal.   
The boys all went to 
Boolavogue N.S. 
 
Cathal was Head Boy in 
2009/2010 and Shane in 
2012/2013. 
 
Congratulations to all three 
and their parents. 
 


