5th Year LOURDES WALK
In our school on September 25th our current 5th years did
a sponsored walk to the top of Mount Leinster and back.
This was a fundraiser for four lucky students from the
year to travel to Lourdes on the Ferns Diocesan Pilgrimage in May next year. During their trip they will be working very hard helping the invalids who will be making the
journey. In total the 5th years covered 24 km. On reaching the summit, students and staff had lunch together, all
delighted to have reached the top with encouragement
from the Dean of Year and their Form Teachers. The
teachers involved were Mr. Gabriel Wade (Dean), Ms.
Joanne Kearns, Ms. Leanne Nolan, Ms. Monica Dunne,
Ms. Anne Carroll and Mr. Niall Murphy.

Student Achievements
U17 Women’s Irish Soccer Team
Sophie Lenehan (P.IV) from Ballycarney, has been selected for
the Irish Women’s U17 Soccer team. Recently she has played
in Turkey with the Irish team as the goal keeper in the European Championships. We wish her the best in the future.

Amateur Cadet Boxing Championships
Keelyn Roche (M. I), from Ferns, is representing
Ireland
this week in the Amateur Cadet Boxing Championships in Anapa, Russia. She is a sister of Brandon in Victoire III.

The European Life Saving Championships
Denise Bolger (A. VI) from Ballycarney, took part in the European Life
Saving Championships in Aberavon,
Wales. Her team won the gold medal in their section - a fantastic
achievement. She is a sister of
William in B. IV.

WIT/BSTAI Business Studies Awards
Congratulations to Aoife Gorman & Conor Kehoe who both
achieved an A grade in their Junior Certificate Business Studies
exam in June. On Tuesday October 6th Aoife and Conor attended
an Awards Ceremony hosted by Waterford Institute of Technology in association with the Business Studies Teachers Association of Ireland. The ceremony, which is in its tenth year, recognises the achievements of second level students in the South
East each year who have achieved an A grade in higher level
Business Studies in their Junior Certificate examination.

Enrolment Night

The parents of all pupils who wish to enrol
in 1st Year in F.C.J. Secondary School,
Bunclody for September 2016 are asked to
attend an Enrolment Night on THURSDAY,
the 12th November at 7.30 pm in the F.C.J
Gym.
Prospective students are of course invited to attend
with their parents.

New Album Released
Clodagh Kearney, one of our past students from Bunclody,
has released a new CD. Her sister Emer Kearney (M. I) is in
1st year. The gorgeous art work on the CD was designed
by Clodagh.

5th Year Bonding Day

On September 3rd the Fifth year students had a
‘Bonding Day’ in school. This day was organised
to encourage the students coming from Third
and Fourth year to bond as a group. They
participated in many activities which involved
team work and really helped students to get to
know different people. It was enjoyed by all and
was definitely a success.

Wexford GAA County Finals
The HWH Bunclody U16 teams won the Wexford Football and Hurling championships. Well done to the
F.C.J. players on the teams who were Robert Weston,
Edward Dunbar, Byron Byrne, Jack Reagan, Jamie
Black, John McCormack, Peadair Cowman, Eddie
Black, Cathal Doyle, Ciarán Kavanagh, Cathal
Dunbar,
Darren
Doyle,
Adam Hogan,
Daniel
Gethings-Farrell &
Ciarán Reagan.

HWH Bunclody also won the Wexford U14 Football championship. Congratulations to the FCJ
students on the team - Páraic Nolan, Ciaran
Kavanagh, James Black & Ciaran Regan.

Carlow Football
Champions
Clonegal / Kildavin won the U14
Carlow Football championship. Well
done to the F.C.J. boys on the team :
Kevin Sheppard, Philip Byrne, Jamie Doyle, Ciaran
Nolan, Daniel Smith, Andrew Skelly, Cian Byrne,
Niall Hickey & Stephen Carroll.

All-Ireland Minor Doubles
Handball Championships

On the 18th of October Wexford Handball celebrated a
monumental success
in the 60×30 court as
Daniel Kavanagh and

Keith Armstrong
from
Templescoby
were
crowned
MyClubShop.ie
AllIreland
Minor
Doubles Champions in Abbeylara, Co. Longford. Keith
Armstrong is a past pupil of our school and won the
Sports Personality Award at the Annual Prizegiving
last May. Over the years Keith has brought great
renown to our school, winning individual Championships at all under age levels up to U17, representing
F.C.J. Bunclody, with great sportsmanship. We are
delighted to hear that he is
continuing to win and we wish
him even more success in the
future. Keith is in his first year of
studies at University College
Maynooth.

The BT Young Scientist and
Technology Exhibition 2016

Seven teams– 15 Transition Year students - submitted proposals
and project outlines for entry into the BT Young Scientist and
Technology exhibition this year: Anna Dillon, Saoirse Power,
Maura O’Rourke, Aideen Kinsella, Amy Conroy, Ciara Moore,
Sarah Cummins Ciara Banville, Conor Kehoe, Peter Scully,
Matthieu Osborne, Ilsa Flynn, Bridget Gainford, Róisín Ó Muirí
and Peter Kelly. Congratulations to all who have participated
and we now wish the best of luck to the two projects which have
been accepted. Ilsa Flynn, Bridget Gainford and Róisín Ó
Muirí’s project “The Right Way to Study” (Social and Behavioural Science category) and Peter Kelly’s project “Neck
Saver” (Technology category). Work now begins on developing
these ideas and getting them ready for the Young Scientist
Exhibition which will take place in the R.D.S. 6th – 9th January
2016. These projects will be completed under the guidance of
Mr. Damien Cloney and Ms. Stephanie O’Dwyer.
75 days, 3 hours 29 minutes and 47 seconds (at time of writing
this article) until the opening ceremony for the 2016 BT Young
Scientist and Technology Exhibition 2016…. No Pressure!

Visitors from Australia

Since its inception in 1995, the Genezzano International Sporting
Tour has played a vital role in furthering relationships between
Genazzano FCJ College, Kew, Victoria, Australia, and international
Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ) schools in Europe. This
month long tour takes place every two years. The students play a
series of matches at around eight different FCJ schools across
England, Ireland, Belgium and France. Genazzano F.C.J. College
has 1,140 students – all girls, from kindergarten to Year 9 (aged
18), and has some boarding students.
Since 1995 a group of girls and their P.E. teachers have spent a day
in F.C.J. Bunclody as guests of the school and especially the P.E.
Department. This year for the first time they stayed in Bunclody
overnight with students from various school teams. Twenty seven
girls, their leader, Mr. Matthew Wesson, and four teachers arrived
in FCJ Bunclody from Limerick on the afternoon of Wednesday,
23rd September.
Following lunch they took part in a Zumba
Dancing session, which they hugely enjoyed. Afterwards there
was a Hurling Exhibition Match, which amazed them, and later that
evening a Social was held in the school which turned out to be a
fantastic event. Well done to the music group who worked so hard
to make the social a success – Liam Ascott, Laurence Dunne,
Cathal Lee, Chloe Moulds & Aaron Rooney. On Thursday morning, they played soccer and basketball with the school teams and
then set off for Rosslare and the ferry to France where they visited
the Notre Dame de France School, at Rue de la Santé, Paris, before
ending their tour in Brussels.
Thanks to everyone who helped with the visitors, especially the
families who hosted them, those involved in the school teams and
social and the FCJ staff who worked so hard to make the visit a
happy one for the Australian girls and teachers, i.e. Ms. Monica
Dunne, Mr. Brendan Daly (Deputy Principal), Ms. Kathryn Howlin
& Mr. Gabriel Wade.

“Write a Poem”
The National “Write a Poem” Competition is organised by the
English Teachers Team of the PDST ( Professional Development Service for Teachers). We are delighted to announce
that Bríd II student, Eli Byrne, was Highly Commended in
this year’s contest for his poem “His First Flight”. Eli was
one of 11 Junior students to win a prize, which was presented
recently in a ceremony in Portlaoise. The competition attracted
over 700 entries from schools all over the country and the
judges said it was exceptionally difficult to choose the winning
poems from so many fantastic entries, “We were really impressed by the standard set by the students. It was obvious to
us that they put a lot of thought and effort into their work and
we hope that they continue to write more poetry…..”
They
also thanked all the teachers involved, for the giving of their
time, guidance and enthusiasm.
Well done to Eli and to his English
teacher, Ms. Emma Kirwan. Eli is
the younger brother of Josh in
Colm V and the younger son of Mr.
& Mrs. Ray & Lorna (nee Moorhead) Byrne, of Corragh, Bunclody.
You can read Eli’s poem in the
News section of the school web
site.

New Staff Members:

On behalf of the students and staff at F.C.J, we would like to
extend a warm welcome to the new members of staff. We wish
Mr. Fitzgibbon, Ms. Roberts, Ms. Collier, Mr. Kelly, Ms. L.
Nolan, Ms. B. Doyle, Ms. Poole, Ms. C. Kenny, Mr. Murphy,
Ms. Murphy, Ms. M. Carroll a very happy time in our school.

Transition Year News
Eco Unesco

On Tuesday the 12th of October,Ji Hyun
Kim, the Environmental Youth Officer
from Eco Unesco came to the school to
set up a competition team of 20 4th year
students to represent the school in the
Eco Unesco Young Environmentalist
Awards. This workshop was organised by
Ms. C. Doyle.

Induction day

This year’s Fourth years had their Induction Day on
the 16th of September. This took place in the school
Concert Hall. Gerry Keagan hosted the Induction
Day. He introduced Fourth year through song and
story. He helped students to set out their aims for
Transition year and helped them to bond using many
games.

Trip to Baltinglass

This years 4th years went to Baltinglass Outdoor
Education Centre on September 6th. There they
enjoyed a wide range of activities including RockClimbing, Kayaking & Canoeing,
Archery and Orienteering. This
was the first 4th Year trip outside
the school this year and there was
a great atmosphere among the
students.
Thank you to the P.E
teachers Ms. Howlin, Ms. Dunne
a n d M r. F i t z g i b b o n w h o
accompanied us.

Mini Companies

Teams were formed, ideas brainstormed and plans made !
During the week of 28th September TY students presented their
mini-company ideas to Ms. Threadgold for approval. Successful
ideas have been launched with others at the planning stage. All
students will participate in the Student Enterprise X-cel Awards
facilitated by the Wexford County Enterprise Board. Ms Emer
Doyle (Past pupil), Co-ordinator of the X-cel Student Enterprise
programme will visit and meet with Transition Year students
following mid-term break. Thanks to Mr. Gabriel Wade, Mr.
Daithi Flynn, Ms. Brídín Doyle & Ms. Alaine Behan for their
help.

AIB “Build A Bank” Interviews

In mid September Ms Deirdre Newe, AIB
Student Officer (Enniscorthy Branch), visited the school to present the ‘AIB Build a
Bank Challenge’ to Transition Year students.
This is a new initiative for FCJ students this
year where the students will set up and manage a bank in the school with the full support of a dedicated student officer.
Students will have the opportunity to open
an A.I.B. student account (Second Level). Interested students submitted their CVs and were interviewed on Wednesday
October 7th . Six students were selected: Anna Dillon – Bank
Manager, Alva Power – Assistant Manager, Ilsa Flynn – Marketing Manager, Colleen Murphy – Customer Service, Conor
Kehoe – Financial Controller and Matthieu Osborne – Digital
officer. This team attended a training workshop on Tuesday
13th October with Ms. Deirdre Newe. The Bank will be up and
running next term.
Details to follow.

St. Vincent de Paul Youth Conference
On the 30th September Ms. Debbie O’Halloran visited T.Y. students and spoke to us
about the History and the work of the Saint
Vincent De Paul Society. Students were invited to become actively involved in the Society through the setting up of a Youth Conference within the school. Twenty six
students have signed up to participate in this conference under
the guidance of Ms. Simone O’Neill: Ciara Banville, Leah
Kelly, Becky Byrne, Ciara Moore, Sarah Cummins, Ilsa
Flynn, Colleen Murphy, Emma Leacy, Abbie O’Connor,
Bridget Gainford, Alva Power, Chloe Moynihan, Sophie
Lenehan, Aoife Gorman, Keelin McHugh, Róisín Barry,
Caitlin Cox, Sinead Murphy, Aideen Kinsella, Sebastian
Pim, Alexandra Kennedy-Ryan, Ryan Neads, Sophie Rose
Davitt, John Kavanagh, Niamh Kinsella and Casey Doyle.
The following students have been appointed to the committee:
Roisín Barry (President), Becky Byrne (Vice President),
Colleen Murphy & Ryan Neads (Treasurers), Aoife Gorman
(Secretary), Sinead Murphy & Sophie Rose Davitt
(Photographers), Emma Leacy, Abbie O’Connor & Chloe
Moynihan (P.R.O). The name of the Youth Conference is the
FCJ SVP. They hope to launch their youth conference next term
and will then begin to take social action in the community.

Bunclody Daycare Centre

provides up to 50 people every
Tuesday and Thursday with a setting where they can enjoy good
conversation and companionship. Small groups of TY students
visit the Centre on a rota basis each Thursday. During our visits
we participate in the activities of the Centre whether that’s
having a chat, singing a song, painting nails or playing cards.

Shoebox Appeal
October saw the beginnings
of the Team Hope Christmas Shoe Box Appeal.
Leaflets were ordered and local primary schools
were contacted. T.Y. students travelled out to local
primary schools which they had attended to deliver
leaflets and explain the Christmas Shoe Box Appeal
to the pupils. Boxes will be collected from these
schools in the week following mid-term break.
Sincere thanks to all school Principals and teachers
who have facilitated this programme. A long tradition
exists between these schools and FCJ and each year
there is great pride and sense of achievement on
completion of this project, which will bring a smile to
so many
children. These boxes will be sent to
Eastern Europe and African countries for distribution
to children who are ‘the victims of war, disease or
poverty’.
We welcome Christmas shoebox donations from FCJ
students also and we will collect these in the week
following the mid-term break. This year we are asking
1st year students to donate
one item each which can be
used to create boxes.
Students have been provided
with information on items
which might be suitable.

Clothes for Syria
Wednesday 21st October saw the preparation of over 400 clothing packs in FCJ Bunclody for distribution to refugee camps
surrounding Syria. These ‘survival pack /day bags’ contain
enough warm clothing to protect a baby, child or mother for a
day or more. Thank you to Mr. Willie Kavanagh, Mr. Liam
Kavanagh and Mr. Eamonn Cowman who transported the clothing in boxes to the school from Mr. Paul Somer’s warehouse in
Ballycarney. These clothes had been donated by local people
over a number of months. And a huge thank you to all students
in our school who worked so hard throughout the day sorting,
selecting and packing the clothes. These packs will form part
of a large consignment which is due to depart from Carlow on
Wednesday 28th October. These will be shipped through the
‘Jacket off your Back’ organisation located in Carlow.

Over 60 Transition Year
students have signed up to
participate
in
the
President’s Award Gaisce
programme this year. The
Bronze Gaisce Award is open to young people between the ages
of 15 and 25 years. In order to achieve the bronze award they
must complete four challenge areas: Community Involvement,
Personal Skill, Physical Recreation and an Adventure Journey.
Work has commenced on the first three tasks and the
programme will culminate in the completion of an Adventure
Journey later in the year. This program will be completed under
the guidance of President Award Leaders, Mr. Tomás Earls,
Mr. Daithi Flynn and Ms. Olivia Doherty.

Bank of Ireland School Bank
Following on from the good work started last year Bank of
Ireland (Bunclody) will be supporting a School Bank again this
year. This will begin following mid-term break. Mr. Tony
O’Leary and Bank of Ireland Student Officers will visit the
school to introduce students to the Bank of Ireland Schools
Bank Programme. TY students will then be invited to apply for
positions on the Bank of Ireland
School Bank team and attend for
interview. Once the bank is up and
running students will have the
opportunity to open a Bank of
Ireland student account or continue to save in an already
activated account. The Bank will be up and running next term.
Details to follow.

Junk Kouture
Junk Kouture is up and running again
this year. A national competition, it
challenges second level students “to
create high-end wearable fashion from
everyday junk that would normally find its way into the bin”.
Transition year students are busy transforming a diverse range
of Junk into wearable couture under the guidance of Ms. Denise
Nolan.

GAA Leadership Programme
Colm and Aidan IV are currently undertaking
the G.A.A. Leadership and Coaching
Programme. It is run for two class periods per
group over an eight week period. Bríd and
Padraig IV will undertake the programme later
in the year.

Looking Forward with T.Y. Students

There is a busy time ahead for Transition Year students. In the
next term they are looking forward to the Road Safety Roadshow, Kayaking, Forensic Science workshop, Qualifax, Martial
Arts (B4 & P4) and Matrix Training workshop. Watch this
space!
If you have any items for the next Newsletter,
please talk to one of the Newsletter team:
Sarah Cummins, Aideen Kinsella,
Ciara Moore, Matthieu Osbourne
& Tommy Sheppard

