
USA Orchestra Trip  

On Thursday 17th March 135 students and 11 group 

leaders departed from Dublin airport and flew into 

Logan airport Boston 6½ hours later.  After arriving in 

Mount St. Charles Academy, Woonsocket, Rhode Is-

land, students met their host families and spent the 

rest of the evening with them.   

On Friday morning after a good nights sleep FCJ students left for Boston.  In 

Boston we went to visit the IMAX 4D cinema.  We then took a ferry to visit the 

USS Constitution.  That evening MSC students joined us and we went to see a 

play called Shear Madness which was a great comedy.  Later that night we went 

to the Hard Rock Café for dinner and at 9:30 we went home to our host fami-

lies.   

Saturday morning we left M.S.C. for New York.  We visited Times Square and 

Fifth Avenue and got to spend some free time exploring the area.  In the after-

noon we travelled to Fairfield Connecticut.  Here we had dinner provided by the  

Parish of St. Thomas Aquinas Church.  Our Intermediate & Senior Orchestras 

and the school’s Traditional Music group then performed in the church and 

were joined by past pupil, Des Willoughby, of the Willoughby Brothers.   There 

was a huge crowd in the church and they loved our playing.   Fourth, 5th, and 

6th years stayed in a hotel, which was generously paid for by  Jean & Frank    

Gallinelli.  The 2nd and 3rd years stayed with host families.  

On Sunday we arrived back in MSC for Mass during which FCJ students sang and 

played.   Afterwards we had a Pot Luck Lunch and then played a concert along 

with the MSC Band & Chorus, which took place in the school in front of all the 



National Inter-Schools Hunter Trials 

Six students travelled to Ballon Co. Carlow on Saturday 12th March to take part 

in the National Inter-Schools Hunter Trials. Four 1st year students competed in 

the Junior section; Martha Dunne, Barry Murphy, Aimee Dreelan & Cian Byrne. 

In the Senior section FCJ was represented by Anna Flood in 5th year and      

Charlotte Stammers in 3rd year. All six riders were a credit to the school with 

both horses and riders very well turned out on the day. Both courses were very 

challenging and our six riders did extremely well to complete the course. Well 

done!! 
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TY Trip Italy 

This year we went to Italy for our TY trip. We arrived at 9:45 am in Milan-
Bergamo Airport on April 23rd. We continued on to Sirmione for sight-seeing 
and had lunch there. We then went on a cruise across Lake Garda. Soon after we 
arrived in Malcesine and went on the Monte Baldo cable car. That night we       
retired back to the hotel and had dinner there. 

On Sunday we departed by coach to Venice where we got on a Vaporetto Cruise 
to St. Mark’s Square. A tour guide brought us around the city pointing out        
famous sites. We returned to Tronchetto by cruise where we met our buses and 
continued our journey to the shopping centre. At 8:30 we returned to the hotel. 

On the third day we departed the hotel and headed to Gardaland where we got 
to explore the park’s many attractions for 6 hours. That evening after dinner we 
were brought to Lazise for ice cream. That night we slept well after a long 
day.On the last day we left for Verona at 10 o’clock. When we arrived in the city 
we were met by a tour guide and 
brought to various famous loca-
tions. We then had some free time 
for eating and shopping. Eventually 
we had to travel to the airport to 
get our flight home late on Tuesday 
night. We arrived in Bunclody     ex-
hausted at 2:30 am.    Thank you to 
Mr. Brendan Daly, our Tour Leader 
& Ms. Una Osborne Tour Organis-
er, and to the group leaders ,Ms Kay O Connor, Ms.Carmel Wade, Ms Cathe-
rine Doyle, Mr Niall Murphy, Mr John O Neill, Ms Anne Kehoe who looked 
after us so well. 



French Debating Team 

In October, four 5th year students;      
Alice O’Dowd, Sophie Kidd, Orlagh 
Hickey and Emma Lawlor compet-
ed in the Joutes Oratoires: The Na-
tional French Language Debating 
Competition. They put a tremen-
dous amount of hard work into 
preparing for the competition, and 
in doing so, really improved their        
language skills. Their motion was  ‘L’EPS devrait être évaluée au Bac’ and they 
were nominated as the opposing team to argue against PE being examined at 
Leaving Certificate level. They competed in Dublin, in the Alliance Française 
Headquarters, coming up against a very strong Muckross College team.      Alt-
hough they were narrowly defeated, the whole experience was positive, enjoy-
able and rewarding. The girls are already looking forward to competing next 
year and would recommend French debating to any interested      students. 
Merci mille fois Mr Murphy et Angélique pour votre aide. Also a special thanks 
to Ms O’Neill for her kind support on the day. Vive le français! 
            

Soccer:     FCJ - v - Bunclody Vocational College 
A number of FCJ students took part in 

a charity soccer match after school on 

May 17th against Bunclody Vocational 

College. For the first time there was a 

game for both boys (FCJ 5th years on-

ly) and girls (FCJ 3rd, 4th & 5th years). 

Both games were played in excellent 

spirit, while at the same time being 

highly competitive. This event has  be-

come quite popular in recent years as it 

offers the students the opportunity of a    

local derby between the two schools, 

which because of differences in sports and grades doesn’t happen during the year.  On 

the day, both FCJ sides can be proud to say that they came out on top with wins. The 

girls started the ball rolling with a 1-0 win thanks to a neat strike from Brittany 

Conroy, followed by the boys with a 2-0 win. The goals in the boys’ game came from 

a clever run and finish from Cathal Doyle, and Jack Ryan added the second with a 

cracking left-footed volley. Well done to all students involved on the day! 



Achievements  

U18 Leinster vs France (Rugby) 

On Easter Sunday two transition year students, Cillian Redmond & Sebastian 

Pim played against France, for the U18 Leinster squad. 

The match was held in Donnybrook Stadium.   Cillian  

played in the second centre position and Sebastian 

played centre. The two boys were selected through a 

training camp a week previous to the match  along 

with a panel of 30.   Unfortunately the boys did not win 

with a final score of 43-0 to France  

 

Maynooth University Entrance Scholarships  

We are very pleased that our former students, Keith Armstrong and Fintan    

Harrington have received entrance scholarships at Maynooth University for this    

academic year. These were awarded to students who achieved over 525 points 

in their Leaving Certificate 

Kilrush Drama Group 

Over the month of March, Anna Dillon &    Caitlin Clauson performed with the 

Kilrush Drama group in various Drama Festi-

vals around   Ireland. During this time we are 

proud to say both Anna and Caitlin were very 

successful. The girls won Most Promising Ac-

tress Awards in Rathangan and also the Spe-

cial Adjudicators Certificate in Holycross;  

along with that Caitlin won Best Supporting 

Actress Awards in the open section in Ballyduff and Wexford.    Also very well 

done to Aoife Clauson who assisted Kevin McEvoy with the lighting. 

Pony Games Competition 

Well done to Jamie Doyle, P.I,  who recently represented Ireland in the Pony 

Games Competition in Scotland.  



Junior Girls Triathlon 

Eve Furlong, one of our second year students, took part in a Triathlon in Limer-

ick on Sunday the 17th of April.   Very well done to Eve as she came 2nd out of a 

large group of 40. 

 

Boxing  - Leinster Final 

In March two of our students Martin Byrne and Keelyn Roche took part in a 

boxing Leinster final. It was held in Stradbally, Co. Laois, and was an 42kg fight.  

The fight was well fought by both students. Keelyn Roche came out on top after 

a gripping match.  

 

County Carlow Arts  

Brian Byrne of second year took part in the County 

Carlow Arts Plan Opening in Carlow Town Hall in 

March. For the opening, he played piano accom-

panied by uillean pipes and cello.  

 

Irish Dancing All-Irelands 

Ben and Faith Holmes of first year took part in the CRN All-Ireland Irish Dancing 

Championships 2016. Ben participated in Grade 2 and came 4th. Faith compet-

ed in both Grade 3 and 4. Ben came 7th in group dances and Faith came 11th.  

 

Community Games Co. Carlow Make A Model 

Louise Osborne participated in County 

Carlow Community Games Make A   

Model competition in February. She 

took the gold medal in the U-14 catego-

ry. She will represent Carlow in the All 

Ireland finals in Athlone in August.  



 

Mental Health In Our School 

Since September our school 
has yet again put in a huge 
effort to promote good mental 
health.    Inspirational messag-
es created by our first years 
have been stuck up on every 
classroom door throughout 
the school.  
For a short period of time 
quotes relating to mental  
health were read out over the 
intercom. Our Transition Year 
students enjoyed creating 
mental health     murals also.  
The second year students de-
signed posters which were 
hung up around  the school 
corridors.  
A mental health website was 
set up for fifth year students. 
Short films which were shown 
in classrooms were put togeth-
er by sixth years. 
Finally the major project of the year was the Gratitude Galaxy. This was where 
every student from the entire school wrote down something they were grateful 
for and each class put their messages in a star which is now hanging in the sixth 
year  area.    A big thank you to the Cycle For Suicide Committee who orches-
trated the project.  

Boxing for Ireland 
Many congratulations to Keelyn Roche 
(Marie I), Ferns, who represented Ireland 
at an International event in The Ukraine 
recently.   He won four gold medals—the 
only boxer on the Irish team to win all of 
his four bouts!! 



 Proclamation Day Ceremonies 

On Tuesday, March 15th, in common with schools throughout the country, F.C.J. 

Secondary School, Bunclody, held Proclamation Day Ceremonies to mark the 

centenary of the 1916 Rising.   The Principal, Ms. Frances Threadgold, began the 

proceedings by extending a warm welcome to guests Very Rev. Laurence           

O’Connor, P.P. and Ms. Barbara-Anne Murphy, local County Councillor, George & 

David Raleigh, school caretaker and gardener respectively, teachers and all 

2nd year students.    

In her speech, Ms. Threadgold said, 

“Today our focus is on two very            

important symbols of our Irish nation – 

the Tricolour and the 1916 Proclama-

tion.    Shortly after noon on Monday, 

24th April 1916, Padraig Pearse stood 

under the pillars of the GPO in Dublin 

and read the Proclamation of the Irish 

Republic to the people of Ireland.    The reading of the Proclamation signalled 

the start of the Easter Rising and set in motion a chain of events that would 

eventually lead to Irish independence in 1922.”     She also said that, “Just before 

Pearse started reading out this Proclamation, a green, white and orange banner 

– the Irish Tricolour – had been hoisted by the insurgents onto the roof of the 

GPO.   That flag, which was little known even among the rebels, quickly became 

accepted as the unquestioned symbol of the Irish independence move-

ment.”   Ms. Threadgold concluded by saying, “It is my hope on this Proclama-

tion Day that, through education, you our young people will play your part to 

continue the work of building, together, a society in which all of our citizens can 

flourish.”     

Three students, Aoife Doyle, Hugh McInerney & Peter 
O’Toole, read the 1916 Proclamation in Irish and            
English, and Jack Ryan recounted the story of Thomas F. 
Meagher who brought the Tricolour to Ireland in 1848 
and stated the significance of the particular arrange-
ment of colours he wished to see adopted as the           



emblem of the Irish                      
nation:  “The white in the         
centre signifies a lasting truce 
between Orange and Green 
and I trust that beneath its 
folds the hands of Irish 
Protestants and Irish Catholics 
may be clasped in generous 
and heroic brotherhood.” 

The tricolour was then raised by 

Messrs. George & David     Raleigh.     Three 

students, James Kearney, James Kelly & 

Oisín O’Brien, who are members of the En-

niscorthy Re-enactment Society were pre-

sent in authentic Irish Volunteer uniforms. 

During the ceremony, Michael 

O’Leary played a slow air on the uileann pipes and Bronwyn 

Castles played ‘Mise Eire’ by Sean Ó Riada on the trumpet.    

The ceremony was concluded by the singing of the National Anthem, led by   

vocalist, Ciara Kinsella, accompanied by Oran Fitzpatrick on keyboards 

and Liam Ascott on drums.     The excellent organisation of the ceremonies was 

undertaken by history teacher, Ms. Simone O’Neill.  



Anti-Bullying Week 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Annual Anti-Bullying Week took place from May 9th - 13th.   The focus of this 

year’s week was “Cyber Bullying”.   The week began with a PowerPoint presentation 

on Cyber Bullying, highlighting the issue and how students can protect themselves.   

The school had some excellent information sheets on display throughout the four 

buildings.   Tuesday saw our students and staff try to take on a 24 hour ‘Device Free 

Day’ Challenge.    Severe withdrawal symptoms were experienced by students and a 

number of staff!!   Thursday was ‘Be Yourself Day’ where students didn’t wear 

school uniforms and we  celebrated each student’s individuality and right to be happy 

and safe in our school.   The day culminated in our Annual Teacher/Student Match, 

which the teachers won again!   On Friday we stopped the whole school to show a 

powerful video on bullying featuring our own students sharing their experiences of  

being bullied, being a bystander and engaging in bullying behaviour.   We   hugely 

appreciated the courage shown by all students involved and their desire to make our 

school a better and safer place.   Our week finished with a farewell lunchtime concert 

from our excellent school band, ‘Trademark’. 

See “Tips for Parents on Cyber Bullying” on our web site Home Page. 
 

Gaisce Hike 2016 
The Adventure Journey is the fourth and final “challenge area” 

of the Gaisce President’s Bronze Award, and those that have 

completed all three previous areas are rewarded with the oppor-

tunity to go on this trip. This year we had the highest ever num-

ber of applicants for Gaisce in our TY group, with 82 students 

registering to take part, and 75 successfully               completing 

all 4 components of the Bronze Award. 

Because of this large number, we went on our overnight trip to 

Glendalough and the Wicklow Mountains slightly later than 

usual in order to give ourselves the best possible chance of fine 

weather. So on Sunday 8th to Monday 9th of May we headed for 

the mountains and set off hiking. 

Accompanied by award leaders Mr. Earls and Mr. Flynn, along 

with the help of Ms. Behan, Ms. Barry, Ms. Wade and Mr. 

Daly, the group left with camping gear, supplies and enthusi-



asm. When the 2 buses arrived at the An Óige Youth Hostel in Glen-

dalough, the students readied themselves for the first leg of the hike. 

With maps and water in hand, the buses brought them to their starting 

point and they then walked an impressive 16km that day, along a sig-

nificant stretch of the Wicklow Way. The hike took the group over hills 

and fences, through fields and forestry, and eventually leading back to 

the hostel itself. On their return, the group entertained themselves in 

their attempts battle it out for top bunk privileges, and showers and 

some down-time, groups took it in turns to cook and prepare their din-

ners. While many relied on dinners from home, microwaves, or even 

Weetabix, others were more courageous in their cooking. All groups 

took great enjoyment from this part of the day, and despite a definite 

lack of washing-up skills,    everyone made sure that nobody was go-

ing to go to bed     hungry!   Following dinner (and clean up!), all students brought their 

snacks and pillows to the conference room, where at a tight 

squeeze the group of almost 80 settled in to watch a DVD. 

After preparing their own breakfasts early the next morning, 

packing up the supplies, and trying to figure out who was the 

person that owned the alarm that wouldn’t stop going off, the 

group set out to hike to the top of and all the way around The 

Spinc inside the area of Glendalough itself. The loop brought 

them 9km from the hostel up the dreaded waterfall and forest 

steps, to the highest point of the valley and around both lakes. On the way they stopped for 

(many) water breaks and opportunities to enjoy some spectacular views. At the Miners’ Vil-

lage a well-earned rest was enjoyed for lunch and time to rest, chat, and be entertained by 

the many TY boys who saw themselves as budding DJ’s. 

The terrain on the way back to the hostel proved much more straightforward, and even 

though legs were getting tired, the entire group remained high spirited and enthusiastic. 

Everyone enjoyed an ice-cream in the carpark on arrival back at base to cap the day off, and 

everyone agreed that for those present it was an extremely enjoyable way to bring their 

Transition Year experience to a close. All the teachers involved would like to commend the 

students on their behaviour on the trip after curfew in the hostel, but especially on the hike 

both days. Considering the physical demands of the task, students remained upbeat, energet-

ic, and considerate towards one another across the two days. So well done and congratula-

tions to all those who participated in the Gaisce programme this year, and achieved their 

Bronze Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


