


The Inside Story 
Christmas 2015 

& 
New Year 2016 

 

“The most wonderful time of the year” 

Yes, it’s here again and are we glad—

Christmas  coming with holidays and 

presents and surprises! 

We’ve had a great run-up to Christmas in school— 

apart from tests   ……  beautiful cribs, including 

the giant one near the front gate;  gorgeous lit-up 

Christmas Trees;  holly on window sills;  the 4th 

Years bombarding everyone to buy their home-made 

decorations, including big reindeers (well done Cian 

& Barry);  the Christmas Mass;  Carol 

Singing for the local Lions Club &  the 

Nursing Home;  the Boxing ! (see the arti-

cle), etc. And now it’s the new year—we 

hope you have a happy and healthy 2016. 

The Newsletter Team 
Sarah Cummins, Aideen Kinsella, Ciara Moore, 

Matthieu Osborne &Tommy Sheppard would like to thank Mr. 

Brendan Daly, Ms. Nicola Carr & Ms. Eileen Martin for all 

their help in producing this Newsletter and our own                         

Sarah Cummins who designed the cover. 
 

We wish everyone connected with our school a safe and happy 

Christmas and a productive New Year.  



 

3rd Level  
SCHOLARSHIPS 

We are very proud of the following 2015 past 

pupils who have been awarded Scholarships 

by their colleges.   Well done! 

 

 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN 

CORMAC BYRNE, Ballyhogue [Financial Mathematics] 

ROISIN DUNBAR, Ballycarney [Social Studies]  

DAVID FOLEY, Bunclody [Engineering] 

ORLAITH HICKEY, Clonegal [Engineering] 

DEIRDRE KIRWAN, Kildavin [Law] 

RACHEL O’DOWD, Camolin [Engineering] 

 

 

N.U.I. MAYNOOTH  

KEITH ARMSTRONG, Templescoby [Primary Teaching] 

FINTAN HARRINGTON, Clonegal [Primary Teaching] 

 

 

TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN 

CIARA KINSELLA, Clonegal [Early & Modern Irish] 

 

We expect that there will be more awards to come as     

several colleges have not announced their Entrance           

Scholarship winners yet - we’ll keep you posted.   Look 

out for photos of the  winners on the web site in the New 

Year.  



First in Class  
October Exams 

 

6th Year 
Jack Dempsey                                                   

Aoife Hennessy 

Catherine Sheppard 

Jack Moynihan 

Eoin Kelly 

Shay Wakerly  

Conor Doran 

Alison Frayne 

Clodagh Murphy 

Val Brooks 

Conor Nolan 

Noel Mulhall 

Alan Bolger 

Eva Kavanagh  

Daniel Vickers 

Christiantus Njoku  

Aoife Doyle 

Laura Maguire 

Ciaran Doran 

Genevieve Perry 

Kerry O’Leary 

John Dunne  

Edel Crean 

Sinead Nolan 

Leah Maher 

Niamh Atkinson 

Cathal Lee 

Honor Mooney 

Hugh McInerney 

Melissa Coleman 

Áine O’Neill 

Darragh Gethings 

Bernadette Lambert 

Joseph Tobin 

Conor Nolan  

 

3rd Year 
Amy Smyth 

Jamie Rooney 

Shauna Ryan  

Sam Meany 

Niamh O’Dowd 

Robert Murphy 

Lisa Doran 

Michael McGinty 

Chloe Kavanagh 

Ciara Kinsella 

Jack Sinnott 

Liam Ascott 

Ciara Carroll 

Ben Kidd 

Daniel Ging 

Laura Cullen 

Eoin Roche 

Chloe Walsh  

Harry Somers 

William Dunne 

Brian Lee 

Sean Kirwan 

Adam Jordan Kelly 

Aoife Milne 

Kurt Krantz 

Charlotte Stammers 

Jordan Cullen  

Jack Murphy 

Danny Kehoe 

Ciara O’Sullivan 

Katie O’Toole 

Cormac Ryan 

Caoimhe Hanrahan 

Kevin Kenny 

Ellie Whitbread 

Rachael Hancock 

Dylan McGinley 

Cathal Lambert 

Ciara Bolger 

Kate Kirwan 

Veronica Hallers 

Jordan Allen  

Ciara Kelly 

Killian Cuddihy 

Laura Ogwelleka 

James Murphy 

Kevin Mulhall 

Daniel Lennon 

Michael 

O’Brien 

Adam 

Raleigh 

 



Christmas Mass 
December 21st 2015 

The entire school community gathered in the Church of the Most Holy 

Trinity, Bunclody, for our annual Christmas Eu-

charistic Celebration, on Monday, the 21st of De-

cember—the day of the Winter Solostice.   The 

theme of the Mass was “Darkness to Light”.    

Following Mass, the principal, Ms. Frances 

Threadgold, addressed the congregation.   The 

following are some excerpts from her address:   “Firstly today is signif-

icant because it marks a turning point. From today on every day will 

have a little more light and a little less darkness. In a physical sense this 

is the hardest time for many of you students as you are coming to 

school and going home in darkness. The recent wet weather has made 

the days darker too so the sense of “Mid – Winter” is very real for us. 

We need to know that this is short-lived and that brighter days are on 

the way. And while all these days seem the same because the change is 

gradual it is perhaps unnoticed – but it is   real. Slowly but surely, from 

today on we are indeed moving from Darkness to Light.” 

“Every year I talk about Hope at our Christmas Mass because the 

weeks leading up to Christmas are called Advent which is a time of 

Hope – Hope and expectation in the Joy of the birth of Christ. The glow 

of the candles from the Advent Wreath in our front hall reminds us of 

the Light that is on its way.” 

“In real life it lashes rain as you are getting off the bus ……. You are 

laden down with school bags and gear bags for the dreaded beep test …

you just know you are going to be asked for the exam questions you 

never got to finish ….. and you forgot the money you were supposed to 

bring in today!! Sound familiar?? Of course it is – for us staff as much 

as for you the students. ALL Our lives are busy and that is all the more 

reason to have our wreath in the front hall….. All the more reason why 

you need all the  reminders you can get to stop – just pause – and be 

mindful of all the light that IS shining in all our lives. Being secure, fed, 

warm and cared for, safe and happy in school, and feeling positive 

about life in general is to be valued and appreciated. It is VERY VERY 

easy to slip into the zone of negativity – the darkness – and to moan and 



complain, rather than see what we all have right under our noses.” 

“Think of the darkness those refugees have to endure in their fight for a 

better life. Many boats cross rough and dangerous seas in the dark of night.  

The daylight for them brings a promise of Hope – Hope for a better life – 

Hope for some of the safety and security you and I take for granted. In this 

Christmas season please spare a thought for those families sleeping out in 

the forests, crossing choppy waters and going without food or water for 

days. Think twice about complaining about the presents that you get, about 

being too full of food, about not being allowed out with friends, about   

having to share your time and space with brothers or sisters. Be mindful. 

That’s what the Advent Wreath is asking of you.” 

“Of course, as I also reminded you in September we are not responsible 

for what is happening to those people but have a responsibility to help in 

any positive way we can and once again FCJ rose to the challenge in that 

regard.  In October Ms. Osborne oversaw the preparation of over 400 

clothing packs for distribution to Refugee Camps surrounding Syria. Each 

pack contained enough warm clothing to protect a baby, child or parent 

from the cold. So while we were in the throes of performing our Musical, 

Ms. Osborne, with the help of Ms. O’Neill and many hardworking          

students were in the Gym throughout the day and late into the night, sort-

ing, selecting and packing the clothes. That    positive act, however small 

it might seem, certainly brought a light into the dark night for 400           

refugees.” 

“In FCJ at present, you are greeted with positivity at every turn. Thanks to 

our Cycle Against Suicide team and you the students, wonderful posters 

and art work cover our walls telling you clearly that “It’s ok not to feel ok 

and it’s ABSOLUTELY ok to ask for help”. On a wet Wednesday night   

almost 2 weeks ago, I was finishing up in my office at about 8pm and    

presumed I was alone in the building. An empty school at night can be an 

eerie place.  I stepped out into the corridor. Pitch black darkness greeted 

me. Except there was one ray of light shining from the 6th year area. 

Through the light I caught a glimpse of what looked like someone jumping 

up and down and frantically waving their arms at me. Just as I was about 

to make a run for the door I looked again – it was Mr. Flynn!!! And better 

still he was singing!!! He was putting the finishing touches to the          

GRATITUDE GALAXY, working away all evening long, happily display-

ing all your gratitude stars and I felt really privileged to be the first to be 



invited to see the exhibition of all those stars. I want to publically thank   Mr. 

Flynn (and George & David Raleigh) for all their hard work putting that con-

stellation in place and I think it epitomises how darkness can be turned to 

light especially in the area for positive mental health.”  

“Funky Shoe Day in the week just gone was another positive experience for 

our school and is important in encouraging us to try to understand other         

peoples’ perspectives by “walking in their shoes” for a day.  Sometimes            

depression can be described as a darkness and light can be used as a therapy 

to alleviate it. The truth is every one of us is a combination of dark and light. 

One complements the  other and if we can manage to accept ourselves as we 

are and see the value of our shadowside we will realize that both sides of our 

personality make us who we are.   When we then move from a position of  

ignorance to a position of understanding others we indeed move from dark-

ness into light and it is something we strive very hard for in FCJ.”     

Ms. Threadgold said she would like to thank the students for their response 

to the Bunclody Lions Club Christmas Appeal. “Our school has been           

involved in Carol singing in the Library and again, following Mass this 

evening, Carol Singing outside Supervalu, and tomorrow we will start bag 

packing in Supervalu and continue right up until Christmas Eve – all for the 

Lions Club Appeal. I would like to thank Mr. Daly for coordinating these 

events and Mr. Hennessy for accompanying the students. Thank you too to 

our Carol singers who performed in the Day Care Centre for Vincent De Paul 

under the coordination of Ms. O’Neill. Our Student Council Christmas raffle 

coordinated by Ms. McIvor will bring more good news to St. Vincent de 

Paul tomorrow so thank you to all concerned in fundraising for these worthy 

causes.”   She then thanked all those who had helped in the day’s celebration 

…..    Fr. O’Connor; R.E. Teachers who assisted in the preparation of the 

Mass;  Mr. Hennessy & Mr. Pat O’Gorman and all those who sang espe-

cially Ciara Ashton, Paulina Skiersinis & the principals of the Musical;  

Students who participated in the preparation of the Mass, who read or were 

involved in the offertory procession;  Ms. Nicola Carr & Ms. Eileen Mar-

tin who produced the Mass sheets;  all the STAFF especially Mr. Daly  who 

worked so hard this afternoon;  - to George & David   Raleigh and the stu-

dents and teachers who helped them set up the Church.       “I wish you and 

your families every blessing for Christmas. I ask you to recognise within 

yourselves the gift of Light. I invite you to welcome the Christ child into 

your hearts and homes so that your Christmas glows with love and grati-

tude.” 



“Back to the 80’s” 
[Written by Anna Dillon] 

F.C.J. Bunclody has a legacy of producing            

musicals of an excellent standard dating back 

to the first ever show performed in public, “The Mikado” in 1968.  

This year’s production of “Back to the 80’s” was no different.    Set 

in the USA, the show tells the story of the senior graduation class 

of William Ocean High School, narrated by the now thirty-

something years old, Corey Palmer.   The musical depicts Corey’s 

final year in school with elections for class president, hopes of 

driving, Star Wars, video gaming, and finding the perfect date for 

the prom. 

The first auditions were held way back in September.   Mr. Dale 

Hennessy (Music Director), Mr. Tomás Earls (Producer) & Ms. 

Gemma Grant (Choreographer) put the students through their 

paces and had a very tough job choosing the cast.   But soon the 

decisions were made and rehearsals began.  The students had very 

little time to get ready compared to other schools and musical            

societies, with only the best part of five weeks to prepare!   The 

Producer, Mr. Earls, worked tirelessly staging the musical while 

helping the cast to get into character, to build up their confidence, 

and, of course, to learn lines. 

Thursdays and Fridays were dedicated to dancing.   Ms. Grant also 

had her work cut out for her with such a short time to choreograph 

and teach the dances to the 4th and 5th year choruses.    

Singing was in the capable hands of Mr. Hennessy.   There was 

over 20 songs in the show, which all had to be made perfect,         

including three musical numbers that involved the entire cast:  

“Man in the Mirror”, “We Are the World”, and the finale, “Time of 

Our Lives/Celebration”.   The students and staff involved gave up 

their own time to rehearse on weekends and after school to make 

the musical the best it could be. 

The incredible work done behind the scenes cannot be ignored.   



While rehearsals were taking place, Ms. Gail Connolly and her 

dedicated team, including past parent Mr. Niall Ó Muirí, painted 

the sets to an extremely high standard, Ms. Catherine Doyle and a 

group of 6th Years worked backstage organising props and chang-

ing scenes and past pupil, Mr. Kevin McEvoy, worked with a 

small group of students on lighting and sound. 

The final dress rehearsal took place on Sunday night, October 18th, 

and once it was over we knew it was show time!   We performed 

seven shows in total, including three matinee performances for     

local primary schools and four evening performances for the           

public. 

The shows were a success to say the least with the cast receiving 

standing ovations every night.   But the musical was also a great 

success for those involved on a personal level.  It was most              

people’s first time on stage, and it was a fantastic experience.   It 

was great to see people coming out of their shell and making new 

friends with their new found confidence.   Sixty five students           

appeared on stage with 70 more working behind the scenes.   We 

are also very proud to say that 30 members of staff worked on the 

show.   I should be giving you a critique of each of the leads but 

they were all the same—amazing and fantastic, well done to each 

of them and to the choruses who were outstanding.   When the  

curtain came down on the last night everyone knew that they had 

put on a show that not only the audiences loved, but that the late 

Mr. Pat Connaughton would have been so proud of.   It was clear 

to see that everyone really did have…..“the time of their lives.” 



 



BT Young Scientist 
Two teams from our BT Young Scientist submissions were             

selected to go forward to the National Finals in Dublin which 

took place from January 6th-9th.  Ilsa Flynn, Bridget Gainford 

& Roisin Ó Muirí did a study on Memory Aid for Studying.  

Conor Kehoe, Peter Kelly, Matthieu Osborne & Peter Scully 

designed animal collars which would close a gate if left open.   

All these students are from 4th Year.    Only three projects from 

Co. Wexford were accepted: two from F.C.J. and one from       

Loreto, Wexford (congrats. to them on winning a prize).   Well 

done to our teams on being selected for the finals and thanks to 

their mentor, Mr.    

Damien Cloney.   

We hear that great 

plans are afoot for 

next year! 

Roisin, Bridget,      

Ilsa & Mr. Cloney 

pictured with Mr. 

Brendan Howlin, 

T.D. for Wexford, 

& Minister for 

Public Expenditure 

& Reform  

Matthieu Osborne, Peter Kelly,  

Peter Scully & Conor Kehoe 



  

SCHOOL NEWS 
Students from our school have had amazing success in various 

sports recently at County, National & International levels. 
 

U17 International Soccer 
Sophie Lenahan,  (Ballycarney) played in the U17 International 

European qualifiers for Ireland. Sophie was the Irish goalkeeper 

and conceded no goals in the tournament!  They defeated      

Turkey, The Ukraine and Andorra.  Well done Sophie. 

 

Karate Championships 
Joey Whelan (Ballon) again covered himself in glory at recent 

Karate Championships.  He participated in the All Ireland        

Karate Championship where he won a gold medal and also             

participated in the Cross Border Northern Ireland and Republic 

of Ireland Tournament.  Joey has also been selected to fight at 

the International Karate Union World Championship for Cadets 

and Juniors &the World Cup for Children and Seniors.   We 

wish him the best! 
 

Taekwondo British  

Championships 
Padraig Dennisen of P.I represented Ireland in 

the British Taekwondo Championships. He 

won two silver medals.   A great achievement 

Padraig! 
 

Boxing Championships in Russia 
Keelyn Roche (Marie I) recently represented Ireland in the  

EUBC European Schoolboys Boxing Championships in Anapa, 

Russia. Well done to Keelyn who is a member of Ferns Boxing 

Club.  



Handball  
Laurence Dunne (Bunclody) won the All Ireland Handball U17 

doubles title.  

County Wexford Cross Country  
Last year we had excellent results when we returned to competing 

in Cross     Country Racing after an absence of some years.   Well 

the trend is continuing this year with the following fantastic re-

sults at the Co. Wexford Secondary Schools Cross Country com-

petitions at Good Counsel College, New Ross: 

William Bolger (Ballycarney) of 4th year won bronze in the 2km 

race.  

Eve Furlong in 2nd year came 3rd in the Junior Girls’ race. 

Michaela Gethings-Farrell (Bunclody,  Katie Byrne (Ardattin), 

Orlagh Hickey (Kildavin) & Anna Flood (Enniscorthy) won the 

Senior 2km Cross Country Team Relay. Well done to all of them. 

Boxing  As part of our school’s campaign to hold the Active 

School Flag, we, in conjunction with the Sky Sports for Living          

Programme, organised a Boxing event which took place on the 

morning of Tuesday, 22nd of December—Christmas Holidays! 

Twenty eight 5th and 6th year boys trained twice a week during 

lunchtime with the help of trainers from Bunclody Boxing Club.    

The gym was set up with a proper boxing ring, score card “girls” 

and appropriate music supplied by Mr. Dale Hennessy & Mr. Pat 

O’Gorman.   The whole thing was supervised and judged by Co. 

Wexford Boxing officials.   Spe-

cial thanks are due to Mr. Larry 

Canavan who had the  horrible 

task of being the  referee.    It was 

greatly enjoyed by the huge audi-

ence AND it is rumoured that the 

two lady teachers who trained 

this year will actually take part in 

the event next year!! 



Ballydoyle 
Ballydoyle-Coolomore Racing 

Stable in Co. Tipperary is 

acknowledged by many racing   

experts to be the finest training   

establishment in the world. On the 

12th of November a small group 

of our students who are really    

interested in horse racing visited 

Mr. Aidan O’Brien’s famous yard 

in Ballydoyle, Co. Tipperary. In 

any year only eight groups are allowed to tour the stables so our       

students were very privileged to get this opportunity.   They got a tour 

of the yard and many other facilities and really enjoyed the day. Thank 

you to Ms. Wade, Mr. Cloney and Mr. Daly for accompanying them 

and making the tour possible. 
 

Anti-Litter Campaign We continue to work hard at keeping 

our school a clean litter free environment. We will work hard again this 

year to win a Green flag, we have taken measures such as shutting 

down the incinerator, having recycling bins all over the school and 

PoweerPoint presentations have been shown to encourage all students 

to take part. 

Funky Shoe Day   On Wednesday, 16th of 

December we asked all  students to step out and 

raise awareness and funds for mental health. We 

held a Funky Shoe-Day. This event is part of our   

application to become a Cycle against   Suicide    

ambassador school.   Every student who took part 

wore shoes  you normally wouldn't wear to school– 

old shoes, mismatched shoes, wellies, slippers or 

even their own creations. Each student donated €2. 

With the students support we raised awareness about 

the importance of mental health while generating  

vital funds to provide mental health support,          

information and services to people in communities 

throughout Ireland who need our help. 



Comhairle na nÓg 
Johnny Hasset (A.I) and Sam Holmes 

(P.I.) have been elected to the  County 

Wexford Comhairle na nÓg.  
Comhairle na nÓg is designed to      

enable young people to have a voice 

on the services, policies and issues 

that affect them in their local area.  



 The Gratitude Galaxy 
Mr. Daithi Flynn and TY students made 

cardboard stars for the Gratitude Galaxy -  

which hangs over the 6th year area in the 

St. Patrick Building.  Students were asked 

to write a short note of gratitude for some-

thing in their lives and these notes were 

placed inside the large stars. There is a 

large star for every class in the school and 

every 4th year student made a star. The 

school is working towards being part of the “Cycle Against Suicide” 

movement and this action supports the organisation 

Parent Meetings 
Three PARENT/TEACHER MEET-

INGS have taken place after school 

Thursday, 5th November:          4th
 Years   

Wednesday 25th November:  6
th

 Years  -

Tuesday, 1st December :            3rd years  

Wednesday 11th November:   

 SENIOR CYCLE OPTIONS – Parents 

only 

 Monday, 14th December :   CAO MEET-

ING for 6th Year parents 

 

Staff have attended In

-Service & Workshops as 

follows:  

TEMI CONFERENCE 

CAO CONFERENCE   

  FRIENDS FOR LIFE  

  SCIENCE  

 MATHS 

  LGBT   and     

 LCVP  



SMARTE Bank 
As part of the AIB Build a Bank Challenge, 

a SMARTE  Bank was launched in FCJ on 

27th November. SMARTE stands for Save 

Money And Respect The Environment. 

The      members of the bank team are Bank   

Manager– Anna Dillon, Assistant Manager– Alva Power,     

Customer Service-Colleen Murphy, Financial Controller, Conor 

Kehoe, Digital Officer- Matthieu Osborne, Marketing, and 

Sales executive– Ilsa Flynn, (T.Y. students). Students are     

welcome to come to Room 16 on Wednesdays at Lunch time to 

set up accounts and lodge money. Current accounts, savings    

accounts and phone and internet banking can be set up.  These 

accounts are real AIB accounts and can be accessed in any AIB 

branch.   

 

 

HEAD BOY    Dylan Raleigh 
 

Dylan Raleigh of Bunclody is our new Head 

Boy.   Due to a clerical error in the Halloween  

edition, we mistakenly said that someone else was 

head boy.  Apologies and Congratulations to    

Dylan 


