Past Pupil Wins
International Award
Cathal Redmond, of Brady’s Cross, Bunclody, is a past pupil of our school (20012007). Cathal has finished as the joint runner-up in the prestigious International
James Dyson Awards for his invention,
'Express Dive'. He competed against over
600 students from 20 countries and won
€7,000 to help further develop his
device. He won €2,500 as winner of the Irish competition. He
was featured on the RTE1 six & nine o'clock News on Monday,
November 9th, and again on Nationwide on Wed. January 6th!
Express Dive allows divers to breathe underwater for up to two
minutes. Once the air supply begins to run out, the user simply
resurfaces and holds a button to refill the one-litre tank. He got
the idea while on holiday in Cyprus. Unlike traditional
snorkels, Express Dive allows the user to dive to much greater
depths as it has its own separate air tank. Meanwhile a full scuba
kit can cost in the region of €3,000, as opposed to an estimated
€400 for Cathal’s device. Cathal is the second eldest son of Mr.
& Mrs. Matt & Paula
Redmond. His brother
Neal is in Bríd III and
other members of the
family who have gone
through the school are
Dean, Muireann & Bobby,
with the final member of
the family, Ava, enrolled
for next September.

Road Safety Week

The Road Safety Authority
Roadshow visited our school
on the 3rd & 4th of November. Each class in 4th, 5th and
6th years got a chance to take
part in the activities on the
stand. The Roadshow includes an interactive road
safety Shuttle and roll over
simulator. It allowed our students to practice driving
skills on simulators (car, motorbike), test their hazard perception skills, test their brake
reaction times along with
many other very interesting experiences. It was very interesting and educational and students learned how to properly use
their seatbelt so it protects them in case of an accident. They also had the opportunity to experience a crash scene in the car
outside. Thanks to Ms. Emily-Anne Doyle for organising this.

Study Skills

The 5th Year Study
Skills work -shop was
held on November
25th.
It has been
proved that if students learn how to
study, their confidence rises and their
school results can be
greatly improved .

L.C.V.P. Visit to the
Chocolate Garden, Rath, Tullow.

On Friday 11th December 2015 the four 5th year, L.C.V.P. classes
visited the Chocolate Garden accompanied by their L.C.V.P.
teachers. They are currently studying Enterprise and this field
trip links to their curriculum. It was a great opportunity to see a
local business in operation. Mary and Jim Healy spoke to the
students regarding the history and growth of the business. They
observed the production process for chocolates and had the opportunity to produce their own chocolate product. A Prize was
awarded to a student in each of the workshops based on their
finished product. A tough decision for
the judges as there was a great display of creativity and talent. But there
had to be a winner and on the day it
was sisters (and twins!) Aoife Clarke
& Rebecca Clarke. Well done girls.
It was a fun and informative experience for all. Students will now use
the information gained as the foundation for a portfolio piece. A huge
thanks to all who facilitated this visit.
Happy New Year! Happy New Year!
May we all have a vision now and then
of a world where every neighbour is a friend …..
{from Abba’s song “Happy New Year”}

Pilgrimage to Our Lady’s Island
Our Lady's Island is an ancient
place of pilgrimage in the
Diocese of Ferns. The parish includes
many other townlands - Carne,
Carnsore, Churchtown, St. Margaret's, St. Helen's, Broadway & Tacumshane. Tradition has always held that Our Lady's Island
was founded by St Abban in the sixth century and its reputation
as a place of pilgrimage and of devotion to Our Lady was established by or before the year 600 A.D. Since then the pilgrimage has grown year by year, with the official season lasting
from August 15th to September 8th. On December 18th (a very
rainy and windy day) Aidan III, accompanied by their R.E.
teacher, Ms. Simone O’Neill, made the Pilgrimage to the Island.
They attended the 10 am. Mass in the Parish Church and were
very genuinely welcomed by Fr. Nolan and all the parishioners
they met. A number of the students provided music during the
Mass on the concertina, violin, flutes, etc. After Mass they
said a decade of the Rosary and viewed the beautiful stained
glass windows in the Church, which illustrate the Mysteries of
the Rosary.
Then they walked along the causeway to the
Shrine at the entrance to the Island and followed the ancient
path which goes around the Island. In very strong winds they
got back to the Shrine at the entrance for photos. They were
very glad of the warmth on the bus and the
visit to McDonalds [Mr. Daly was not
amused—healthy eating policy!!].
The
group were a bit shocked to find that they
were back in time for the afternoon classes.
However, it turned out to be a very interesting journey in Advent and Ms. O’Neill says
they were impeccably behaved.

Short Film:

Hugh McInerney (A.VI), Kilbride, has written, produced and
acted in a short film, “The Thrill”. Hugh, who has studied at the Gaiety School of
Acting, also financed the production by working during the summer. It was shot in
one day in August and several present and past pupils, including Cathal Lee, Eoin
Murray & Aaron Rooney, took part as extras, backstage crew etc.. The film was
up on YouTube but since it has now been entered in four Festivals, Hugh was
required to take it down. We wish him Good Luck in the festivals.

New DAT for Guidance Testing for 3rd Years
We are delighted to announce that the school invested a substantial sum of
money in 2015 to ensure that we as a school have the must up to date
Differential Aptitude Testing (DAT) for our students. We are now proud to
announce that we have ‘DAT for Guidance’ testing for 3rd year students.
The DAT is capable of providing very useful estimates of eight different aptitude tests. The testing includes tests that assess eight important aptitudes:
Verbal Reasoning, Numerical Reasoning, Abstract Reasoning, Perceptual
Speed & Accuracy, Mechanical Reasoning, Space Relations, Spelling &
Language usage. The rationale behind Differential Aptitude Tests is that
since different kinds of abilities are useful in different jobs and in different
subjects at senior cycle, the DAT's measure several abilities which are more
useful than a test giving a single general ability score. The results will allow
students to focus on those areas in which they did best and try to capitalise
on these as far as they can in relation to subject choice for senior cycle and
when choosing careers and college courses in the coming years.

Orchestra Trip to Rhode Island
On Wednesday, March 16th, 148 students and group leaders, led
by Mr. Brendan Daly & Mr. Dale Hennessy, will depart for
Mount Saint Charles Academy in Rhode Island and return on
March 23rd. This will be FCJ’s fifth visit to R.I. in 21 years.
This year’s exchange will be a bit different as a larger number
of traditional musicians will also be in the group.
It is an
expensive undertaking for the families of students and the
school makes a big effort to raise funds to keep the costs down.
Many thanks are due to the organisers of the Golf Classic which
was held in October at Bunclody Golf Course - the terrific number of teams which took part over the two days meant that it was
a very successful fundraiser. A Table Quiz will be held in
January (see details below).

TABLE

FRIDAY, 22nd of January
At 8.30 pm.
In The Millrace Hotel, Bunclody
Adults: €40 per table of 4
Students: €20 per table of 4
Prizes for the Best Student Tables

Bank of Ireland School Bank
Interviews took place on the 1st of December 2015 for the Bank
positions. There are 11 members on the team: Matilda DunneCronin, Adam Ryan, Keelyn McHugh, Leah Kelly, Ciara
Banville,
Becky
Byrne,
Tommy
Sheppard, Liza Bate, Bridget Gainford, Róisín O’Muirí and Sinéad Nolan.
The Bank of Ireland Bunclody FCJ
School Branch will be officially launched
on the 14th of January.

Two bus loads of students attended the OPEN DAY at W.I.T. on the
8th of December, accompanied by their C.G. Teachers, Ms. Anne
Carroll & Ms. Ciara Kenny.
The Institute has 70 CAO courses across a range of disciplines including business, engineering and
architecture, sports and nursing, law, social sciences, arts and
psychology, the creative & performing arts, languages, tourism &
hospitality, science and computing. The day included presentations on all CAO courses as well as the opportunity to experience
what it would be like to study on those courses and talk to lecturers
directly.

Agricultural Science Field Trip to Farms
On a really miserable day, Friday, 18th of December, our Ag.
Science students gamely set off on their field trip to local farms, a
project which is a requirement for their Leaving Certificate examinations. They were accompanied by their teacher, Ms. Stephanie
O’Dwyer—everyone suitably attired in rain gear, wellies, etc. The
following photos should tell the story better than any words.
Mr. Leech’s
Tillage Farm

Everything went really well and a huge thanks is due to the
farmers who were so welcoming and informative, Ms.
O’Dwyer of course and the hardy students who were in their
element ….. wind, muck, rain !!

Mr. Thomas Rafter’s
Sheep Farm

Mr. Sunderland’s Beef Farm

Mr. Healy’s Pig Farm
Mr.
Chapman’s
Dairy Farm

STAND UP! LGBT
Awareness Week
The Rainbow Flag (also known as
the Gay Pride Flag) was flown at
our school during Stand Up!
LGBT Awareness Week, in the
last week of November.
Many
activities gave students the opportunity to increase awareness, build
supportive links and reduce the
incidence of bullying and namecalling, including:
The Launch of the Campaign in the school with an Address by
the Principal, Ms. Threadgold, to the whole school over the
intercom.
The Rainbow Coloured Corridor started out last year as a
Rainbow mat on the floor, this year the colours were painted
up the walls as well so students and staff walk through the
rainbow every day.
Two PowerPoints were shown to every class by their Form
Teachers : the first on anti-bullying and emphasising
inclusiveness for all and the second told the story of Gareth
Thomas, the Welsh rugby player
Caherine Cross, from TENI (Transgender Equality
Network Ireland) spoke to each 6th Year class.
Stand Up! Week tackles
homophobic and transphobic bullying by increasing
awareness, friendship and
support for LGBT students
by other students.

T.Y. NEWS

Team Hope Christmas Shoebox Appeal
Over 50 T.Y. students were involved in the Team Hope Christmas
Shoebox Appeal in FCJ this year whether delivering
leaflets and presentations to primary schools or collecting, sorting and delivering the shoeboxes to the Wexford depot. This year 1349 boxes were collected from
24 schools and donations amounted to €5,378. This
consignment of shoe boxes was destined for eastern
Europe. Thank you to all involved with this appeal, especially the
organiser and overseer, Ms. Úna Osborne.. A special thank you to
Sr. Madeline Hayes under whose guidance the boxes were prepared for dispatch to Wexford, David Raleigh, Liam Martin
Liam Kavanagh, Ivan Byrne and the large number of parents
who facilitated transport of the boxes. And of course a huge
thank you to all who so generously donated Christmas shoebox
gifts. As Ms. Threadgold said in her address at the Christmas Mass:
“Today Ciara sang: A ray of hope flickers in the sky. That Hope represents Light. Whenever I hear that carol I am reminded of our Team
Hope Christmas Shoebox appeal. I imagine the ray of hope being the
many shoeboxes, 1349 in all, gathered from
24 primary schools, flickering up in the sky
as they wing their way to the 4 corners of the
Globe. The tiny star to me is the happiness
each little child encounters as they push
open the lid of the shoebox and peep in at
the gifts inside, sent all the way
from Ireland. Just imagine the
awe and wonder. What’s included
in those boxes might not be
viewed as presents by many of
you but to the child who has nothing each box is like a treasure
trove – positively glowing with
wonderful surprises.”

Mini Company
It has been a busy term for TY students as in a few short months their
business ideas have been explored, vetted and finally blossomed and
they are now turning a profit. Apart from everything else, it has to be
ensured that no mini-company’s idea is overlapping with a company in
another class and that they have fully thought out their ideas and what
it will actually involve. Much gratitude is due to the Mini-Company
teachers for their guidance and support and to our principal, Ms.
Threadgold, who visited each class to allow all mini-companies to
pitch their ideas and promote their products before going into production. They have been busy selling their produce at parent/teacher
meetings, at the pop-up shop down town and also at craft fairs and
fashion shows.
A special thanks to all their customers for their
support.

Pop Up shop:

Mr. Daly & Ms. Behan organised a pop
up shop in Bunclody for 4th year mini companies to display
and sell their products. The shop was open on 10th & 11th November and was a huge success. Thanks to the students who
volunteered and the mini
company
teachers
who
helped set it up and supervised, Ms. Alaine Behan,

Mr. Gabriel Wade, Ms.
Brídín Doyle & Mr.
Daithí Flynn.

1st Year
Experiments
during
Science Week

Many THANKS to all the members of staff who have
been so helpful to 4th Years since September. We have a busy
time ahead with workshops on Personal Safety, Law, Bodhrán
& Drums, Film, etc. etc. We’re looking forward to them.

Saint Vincent de Paul
The young SVP organisation was set up in
our school in October of 2015. There are
over 25 members all from TY. Throughout
the year our aim is to raise awareness and
money for the SVP. We went Carol Singing
to Bunclody Nursing Home as part of the
BeFriending Project. We will be fundraising
during the year and would like to thank all
the people who helped us so far.
Junk Kouture is a national competition which
groups of Transition Year students enter. They
must “create high-end wearable fashion from
recyclable materials.’’ Their pieces are coming
along great thanks to the help and guidance of
Ms. Denise Nolan. The deadline is fast
approaching and the groups are working as hard as they can to
finish in time. We wish them the best of luck!

Forensic Science Workshop
On Wednesday 10th November TY students had the opportunity to take part in a
Forensic Science workshop. They filled
out a worksheet at each
stage of the
crime scene
to try and determine the
culprit. They
looked at DNA evidence, footprints, autopsy and fingerprints.
Once the crime was solved they
had to figure out the motive. The
students could also act out the
crime scene using various props. It
was a very worth while workshop
and was great fun to take part in.

Eco Unesco
The TY Eco Unesco group is working on a project to help
promote a clean and safe environment in the school. They are
working on installing a bug hotel at the back of the school and
will be using all recyclable materials to do so. A planter made
entirely from recycled plastic bottles will also be made to display plants around the school. The
team’s project will be entered into the
Eco Unesco competition along with a
scrapbook of the project in progress.
Thanks to Ms. Catherine Doyle for
organising this project.

Our Music Group

Music Group entertaining students during a very very wet and
windy miserable Friday lunch time. Thanks to Liam Ascott,
Oran Fitzpatrick, Laurence Dunne, Cathal Lee, Chloe Moulds
& Aaron Rooney

Matrix Training Workshop
During the week beginning Monday 23rd November TYstudents
participated in the Matrix Training workshop with Malcolm Rowe.
We were forced to “think outside the box” as we participated in a
series of problem solving puzzles. Towards the end of the workshop we had a
group chat where we anonymously put
forward topics for discussion. He also
talked to us about coping with exams
and the best way to study. This took
place in the Convent and we all enjoyed
ourselves.

TradMad CD
International
rugby star, Sean
O’Brien, launched
a traditional music
CD made by and
performed by FCJ
students on the
18th of December.
The recording was
arranged by two
students

Alexandra

Kennedy-Ryan &
Ryan Neads for
their TY MiniCompany. The CD was recorded by Ollie Hennessy a music
director\producer from Carlow. Part of the money raised in the
sales of the CD is going to the Saint Vincent de Paul Society,
Bunclody. Over 100 CD’s were sold during the launch and there
was a fantastic turn out . A Saint Vincent de Paul representative,
John McCabe, also spoke on the night.
The musicians featured on the CD are: Bronwyn Castles (Button
Accordion), Lisa Doran (Flute / Tin Whistle), Aoife Doyle (Tin
Whistle), William Dunne (Fiddle), Oran Fitzpatrick
(Accordion / Flute / Piano), Ciara Kinsella (Concertina / Tin
Whistle), Nicola Kinsella (Tin Whistle), Marie-Celine Lawlor
(Tin Whistle), Brian Lee (Fiddle), Luke Nolan (Flute), Michael
O’Leary (Uileann Pipes / Flute), Katie O’Toole (Flute / Tin
Whistle), Aaron Rooney (Guitar), Ciara Ryan (Accordion / Tin
Whistle) & Oisín Sloan Starr (Bodhrán).
Congratulations to the mini-company, the amazing musicians and
their mentor, Ms. Joanne Kearns.

Martial Arts
On two Tuesdays, 17th & 24th November,
Brid 4 and Padraig 4 participated in a two day
Martial Arts workshop with instructors Ken
Canavan and Eamonn Coleman from Close
Encounters Self Defence. Having been
introduced to basic self defence techniques
and good advice, students had the opportunity
to put what they learned into practice. Thanks
to Ken & Eamonn for a very enjoyable
workshop. They returned in the new year to
facilitate a two day workshop for Colm 4 and
Aidan 4.

The picture below shows the entire cast of the musical, with Mr.
Hennessy & Mr. Earls, Ms. Connolly, Ms. C. Doyle, Ms. L. Nolan,
Ms. Roberts, Ms. O’Connell, Ms. O’Connor, Ms. O’Dwyer, Mr.
O’Neill (MC), Ms. A. Nolan, Ms. O’Hara, Ms. B. Doyle & some of
the members of the backstage crews.

Forthcoming Events
JANUARY

Monday, 11th

1916 HISTORY Workshop– 1st Years
Meeting- 3rd Year ParentsRe. TRANSITION YEAR
th
Thursday, 14
60 students will attend the Cycle Against
Suicide CONGRESS in the RDS
TABLE QUIZ to raise funds for Orchestra
U.S. Trip
th
Wednesday, 20 6th years will attend KING LEAR
Thursday, 21st
Road Safety Field Trip – TY
5th Yr Parent/Teacher Meeting - after school
Friday, 22nd
Table QUIZ - 8.30 pm. In Mill Race Hotel
th
Tuesday, 26
5th Years will attend HAMLET
Wednesday, 27th 1st Yr Parent/Teacher Meeting - after school
Saturday, 30th
ASSESSMENTS (1) for new students
9.00 am. - 12.30 pm.
FEBRUARY

Monday 1st
Tuesday, 2nd
Saturday, 6th

MOCKS Begin, 3rd & 6th Yrs
2nd Yr Parent/Teacher Meeting - after school
ASSESSMENTS (2) for new 1st Years,
9.00 am. -12 noon
Friday, 12th
MOCKS, 3rd & 6th Yrs finish
3.40 pm. Begin Mid-Term Break
nd
Monday, 22
8.50 am. Staff & Students return to school
Tuesday 23rd
SUBJECT CHOICES - 5th Year: 3rd & 4th Yr
Parents
th
Monday, 29
STAFF MEETING after school
MARCH Wednesday, 16th 11.30 am ORCHESTRAS depart
Dublin for R.I. // 3.40 pm. begin Easter Holidays
On November 12th, 60 Home Economics students went to the KNITTING & STITCHING SHOW at the RDS with their teachers.

CHRISTMAS 2015
Jokes
Q: What do you call an elf who sings?
A: a wrapper!

Q: What do you call people who are afraid of Santa Claus?
A: Claustrophobic.
Q: What nationality is Santa Claus?
A: North Polish.
Q. Who says Oh Oh Oh?
A. Santa walking backwards!
Q: What’s the difference between the Christmas alphabet
and the ordinary alphabet?
A: The Christmas alphabet has Noel.

Q: What do you call a gangsta
snowman?
A: Froze-T

