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Parents
2024/2025



Timeframe

 2014   English – Examined 1st time 2017

 2016   Science & Business Studies – Examined 1st time 2019

 2017   Visual Art, Gaeilge & French/Spanish (MFL) 

- Examined 1st time 2022                                          

 2018   Geography, Mathematics, History, Music & 

Home Economics      - Examined 1st time 2022

 2019   Graphics, Wood Technology, Applied Technology &

R.E.                                        – Examined 1st time 2022

From 2022 onwards all subjects are examined under the new 
Junior Cycle



Junior Cycle Subjects

1st – 3rd Year – Core 

 Irish

 English

 Maths

 French/Spanish (MFL)

 Science

 RE

 History

 Geography

Options

 Applied Technology

 Business Studies

 Engineering

 Graphics

 Home Economics

 Music

 Visual Art

 Wood Technology

Curriculumonline.ie

Fcjbunclody.ie



Key Skills

 Eight key skills

 embedded in students’ learning through 

each subject



Wellbeing 

 A new area of learning at Junior Cycle

 400 hours

 P.E., C.S.P.E., S.P.H.E. incl. RSE, Pastoral 

Care, Life Skills.

 Reported on JCPA





Exams

 House Exams

 Mocks

 State Exams



State Examinations – Junior Cycle

Set, held and marked by the State Examinations 
Commission in June of 3rd Year

English, Irish & Maths specified at Higher and 
Ordinary levels

All other subjects specified at Common level

Duration - 2 hours or less 

June 2022 – Subjects Junior Cycle



Grading:

Junior Cycle         Junior Certificate     

 Distinction ≥ 90 ≤ 100

 Higher Merit ≥ 75 <  90

 Merit ≥ 55 <  75

 Achieved ≥ 40 <   55

 Partially Achieved ≥ 20 <   40

 Not Graded (NG)        ≥ 0   <   20

 A                  ≥ 85 ≤ 100

 B                   ≥ 70 <   85

 C                  ≥ 55 <   70

 D                   ≥40 <   55

 E                   ≥ 25 <   40            

 F                   ≥ 10 <   25

 NG                 ≥ 0 <   10



Classroom Based 

Assessments

Provide students with opportunities to 
demonstrate their understanding and skills in a 
way which would not be possible in a formal 
examination.

 Oral presentations

 Different types of written work 

 Practical activities

 Artistic performances

 Scientific experiments

 Projects



 2 CBAs – CBA1 – 2nd year , CBA2 3rd year. 

 National Time line – FCJ CBA Calendar

 Assessed by class teacher – Features of Quality











Grading

Classroom Based Assessment

 Exceptional

 Above Expectations

 In Line with Expectations

 Yet to Meet Expectations



Schools will organise “Subject Learning 

and Assessment Review” (SLAR) meetings 

 Teachers will compare their assessment of 

students’ work and ensure a common 

approach across the school that align to 

a national standard



Assessment Task

 Completed following CBA2 (3rd year)

 % of overall grade awarded for Assessment Task

 Completed in class under the supervision of the teacher 

 Assessment Task is marked by the State Examinations 

Commission



3rd Year 2024/2025

(**Revised Arrangements)

 Each student must complete a minimum of  one CBA  in each 

subject.

 Students will not be required to complete the Assessment Tasks

 Exceptions to choice: 

CBA2 – Irish & CBA1 in MFL

CBA2 – Visual Art, Home Economics, Applied Technology, Graphics, 

Wood Technology, Music

(NCCA – Revised arrangements for the completion of CBAs for 3rd year students 

2024/2025 – cohort of students 2022 – 2025)





Other Areas of Learning (OAL)

“OAL records student achievement, 

involvement and participation across a 

broad range of areas of learning through 

in-school activities in junior cycle. Activities 

participated in outside of school are not 

allowed to be considered in the JCPA”



Other Areas of Learning (OAL)

 An OAL is school related

It happened here                               or            while wearing        



Reporting

 Reporting will continue as it currently does in first, second and 

third-year with reports issued through VSware. 

 Progress is shown in the form of Descriptors as used by the SEC

 CBAs – Descriptors reported through VSware



Junior Cycle State 

Exam

Grades/Descriptors 

CBA Descriptors

CBA1 & CBA2

Other Areas of 

Learning

Wellbeing 

Descriptor
(Short Course)

Junior Cycle 

Profile of Achievement 
(JCPA)

Other Areas of 

Wellbeing

Sample



Policy Document

 Attendance

 Responsibility

 Students own work



What stays the same?

 Broad and balanced curriculum

 Standards and expectations remain high

 Subjects continue to play an important role in 
Junior Cycle

 The Department of Education and Skills will 
monitor quality across all schools

 The State Examinations Commission will 
continue to be involved in assessment for 
certification



Further Information

 www.curriculumonline.ie

 www.ncca.ie

 www.fcjbunclody.ie

 Examinations.ie

http://www.curriculumonline.ie/
http://www.ncca.ie/
http://www.fcjbunclody.ie/


“Attendance is the keystone upon 

which a child’s education is built.”



Procedures

 Absences – 1 or more FULL days – 1 of the following:

▪ Log on Vsware

▪ email school office

▪ Phone call to school office

▪ purple note in journal on return to school

 Late to school – orange note in school journal/phone call/email

 Leaving school during the school day – green note in school journal

(All notes, phone calls or emails through the school office)



Homework & Study

(Homework & Study Policy)



Truth or Myth!

‘FREE CLASS’



The Forgetting Curve





Beating the forgetting Curve





How often should work be reviewed?

Evening 

of same 

day



Countdown to Exams

2nd Year –

November 19th – 22nd

3rd Year –

November 12th - 15th















Information Retrieval



















Contact

 office@fcjbunclody.ie

 053 9377308

mailto:office@fcjbunclody.ie


Thank You


